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PREFACE. 



Shortly after the lamented death of Mr. Stoner, several 
of his friends, who sincerely valued his excellencies, and 
cherished a pleasing though mournful recollection of his 
labours, expressed a desire that a record of his life, in a 
separate and distinct form, should be prepared for publi- 
cation with all convenient speed. Such a record, they 
imagined, would be highly gratifying to the large circle of 
his acquaintance, and not wholly unacceptable to others 
who had heard of him only by report. The compilers of 
these sheets, whose local situation appeared advantageous 
for the collection of materials, were requested to arrange 
the work thus suggested, and present it to the public. 

To their minds one difficulty occurred. They feared that 
such a publication would be thought to interfere with the 
claims of the Wesleyan- Methodist Magazine, — the vehicle 
in which, according to the equitable usages of the Con- 
nexion, biographical accounts of its departed Ministers are 
generally conveyed. This difficulty, however, was speedily 
removed by the promptitude and kindness of the Rev. Dr. 
M'Allum, who engaged to furnish a memoir of his esteemed 
friend for the valuable periodical above mentioned, of as 
large a size as its pages, occupied as they are with other im- 
portant matter, could conveniently admit. Dr. M'AllunTs 
very elegant and interesting sketch appeared in the Maga- 
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zine for May, 1827. By his permission, granted with his 
usual frankness and urbanity, the compilers have gratefully 
availed themselves of its contents, particularly in narrating 
Mr. Stoner’s proceedings while at York, and in describing 
the virtues which adorned his exemplary character. To 
offer their public thanks to the Doctor is now, alas ! too 
late. He also has finished his earthly course in the prime 
of his days, leaving in the hearts of all who knew him a 
deep and tender regret, that one so amiable, gifted, and 
promising, should be withdrawn so soon from the circle of 
his social intercourse and ministerial exertions. 

From Mr. Stoner’s manuscripts the compilers proceeded 
to make such a selection as they deemed most suitable to 
their purpose, and also applied to many of his friends in 
different parts of the country for facts, letters, or other 
communications. They soon found themselves placed 
under very agreeable obligations ; for their applications 
were immediately met with a cheerfulness and confidence, 
which they beg most affectionately to acknowledge. The 
names of their esteemed correspondents — with one or two 
exceptions, where secrecy was desired — will appear in con- 
nexion with their contributions ; and if this work be at all 
calculated to accomplish the important objects for which 
it is prepared, it will undoubtedly prove a source of much 
satisfaction to those who have thus promoted its compila- 
tion, that to their kind attention and assistance no small 
part of its worth is justly attributable. 

Ample materials were quickly obtained ; — but it seemed 
at first rather difficult to fix upon such a plan as would 
bring them into the most profitable use. They were not 
sufficient to form a regular piece of biography, unaccom- 
panied by observations ; and they were too valuable to be 
merged in a continued narration, without any distinct 
reference or lengthened citation. To the compilers it 
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PREFACE. V 

appeared most advisable to divide the whole work into 
chapters, corresponding to the leading periods of Mr. 
Stoner’s life, with the reserve of one chapter, in conclusion, 
for a delineation of his character, — to arrange the different 
facts and extracts with as much attention to chronological 
accuracy as was practicable, or necessary, — and to enrich 
each chapter with as many extracts as their collections 
afforded, without descending to tedious minuteness, or 
indulging in needless repetitions. They have used much 
diligence to secure correctness even in matters seemingly 
trivial, for they think that the very circumstances of sacred 
truth demand attention ; and they have interspersed such 
reflections as were suggested by the successive events 
which they record. These may in themselves be sufficiently 
obvious and common ; but it is hoped that they will derive 
some interest and force from the bright example with 
which they are associated. 

Not a few of Mr. Stoner’s connexions and general ac- 
quaintance have urged the propriety of appending speci- 
mens of his sermons to the Memoirs. This the compilers 
once intended : — but they were restrained chiefly by two 
considerations : first, that the addition of such specimens 
would greatly increase the size of the volume, extended 
perhaps already beyond its just limits ; and, secondly, 
that some purpose is entertained, if circumstances en- 
courage it, of publishing a selection of the sermons in a 
separate form. From a cursory examination of Mr. Stoner’s 
discourses, the compilers do not hesitate to pronounce 
that, notwithstanding the multitude of pulpit compositions 
which are continually issuing from the press, such a volume, 
if edited with judgment and care, would prove a valuable 
accession to the religious productions of the day. In the 
ninth chapter of this work is inserted a sketch of Mr. 
Stoner’s last sermon, with a few extracts from its more 
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striking passages. The compilers once purposed to intro- 
duce other sketches in different parts of the Memoirs on 
the same plan ; but were apprehensive that these would 
too far interrupt the progress of the narration, and in some 
degree change the biographical character of the work. 
Enough, it is presumed, will be found scattered through 
the successive chapters, and contained in the outline 
mentioned above, to convey a correct idea of Mr. Stoner’s 
talent and style of preaching. More than this did not seem 
to fall properly within the province of his biographers. 

It is an encouraging circumstance to the compilers that 
so much solicitude has been expressed for the speedy pub- 
lication of these Memoirs; but they fear that they have 
incurred censure by seeming delay. They beg to allege, 
in their own excuse, that they have done what they could 
to expedite the work. Nine months have not yet elapsed 
since the death of Mr. Stoner, — a period which they trust 
will not be deemed immoderately long, when it is con- 
sidered that they have enjoyed no peculiar facilities for 
despatch. They wish to state farther that, as they had to 
draw their materials from a large and mingled mass of 
private correspondence, and from the manuscripts of Mr. 
Stoner, all of which are written in a very small character, 
and continually interspersed with short-hand, it was neces- 
sary that every line should be carefully transcribed for the 
press. They may also be allowed to mention, that their 
task has been pursued amid the constant pressure of other 
engagements, — the frequent languors of personal indispo- 
sition, — and repeated visitations of domestic suffering and 
bereavement. Oftener than once has he, on whom, from 
his situation, the more laborious part of this compilation 
necessarily devolved, attempted to prosecute his work with 
a trembling hand and aching heart, while a beloved child 
lay in the adjoining room wrapped in the pale vestments 
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of mortality. He enters not into affecting particulars. 
Private griefs are of too delicate and retiring a nature to 
be obtruded without necessity on public notice. These 
are introduced merely to account, in part, for apparent in- 
attention to the solicitations of friendship ; and they shall 
now repose for ever in their own sanctuary, — the perpetual 
but silent recollections of parental feeling. 

The work is at length committed to public view with 
unaffected diffidence. Had the compilers been favoured 
with more undisturbed leisure, or a longer space of time, 
they might have rendered it more accurate, and less un- 
worthy of the exemplary man whose history it reviews. 
Small and hasty, however, as their offering is, they humbly 
consecrate it to Him from whom all truth and virtue ema- 
nate, praying that He may prosper it to the advancement 
of His praise. If it be deemed utterly unfit to accomplish 
anything truly beneficial, they will resign it quietly to that 
gulf of oblivion which has already received many other 
compositions undertaken from motives equally pure, and 
executed with ability far superior. 

One thing more it may not be unnecessary to mention, 
— that the compilers have not the slightest pecuniary inte- 
rest in the publication. The profits are entirely appro- 
priated to the use of Mr. Stoner’s family. A gentleman of 
Leeds has kindly engaged to superintend all that relates 
to this point ; and from what the compilers know of his 
character, they are fully assured that he will conduct the 
whole with the utmost attention and care, and apply the 
proceeds with fidelity and discretion. 

WILLIAM DAWSON. 
JOHN HANNAH. 



Leeds m July 1 6th 9 1827. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



TO 

THE SECOND EDITION. 



In this edition the compilers have endeavoured to correct the 
errors which had escaped their attention in passing the former 
one through the press ; but they have refrained from changing 
the character of the work by unnecessary alterations, or unim- 
portant additions. The copyright is now sold to the Committee 
appointed to manage the affairs of the Methodist Book-Room; 
and the sum procured for it will be applied to the use of Mr, 
Stoner’s family. 

W. D. 

\ H. 

Manchester, June llth. 1828 . 
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CHAPTER I. 

Introductory reflections — His birth and parentage — Hie 
conversion and its immediate fruits — He goes to an 
academy at Rochdale — His conduct there — Influence 
of religion in the academy — Importance of early 
piety . 

The early death of persons eminent for their piety, 
talents, and useful services in the Christian church, 
awakens serious and melancholy reflection. It is 
one of the inscrutable mysteries of divine Providence. 
Men prepare instruments for use, and employ them 
in the execution of their proper offices : God often ^ 
prepares instruments, places them in situations of 
hopeful and promising labour, and, while we admire 
their qualifications, and gratefully anticipate rich 
results from their activity and zeal, snatches them 
suddenly from our eyes, and declares the supremacy 
of his control, and the independence of his will. To 
inquire why he acts thus, is natural, but unwise. 
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“Clouds and darkness” surround the throne of the 
Most High. Mortal conjecture cannot penetrate the 
thick and awful veil. Eternity alone will draw it 
aside, and reveal its hidden wonders. Reason is 
taught to sit in silence at God's feet. “ Behold, he 
taketh away : who can hinder him ? Who,” pre- 
suming to interfere with his counsels, or attempting 
to restrain his hand, “will say unto him, What 
doest thou ? ” The language of meek and adoring 
submission is the proper language of man. “The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” 

Such events, however, demand attention. They 
are full of instruction. They loudly proclaim the 
frailty of human nature even in its “ best estate,” 
and testify that “man is” indeed “a bubble,” float- 
ing awhile on the wave which gave him birth, — then 
bursting, and sinking into the common mass. They 
admonish survivers to cultivate a spirit of vigilance, 
promptitude, and despatch; to “work while it is 
day,” because “ the night cometh, when no man can 
work.” They attract our notice to the religious 
character of those who thus pass prematurely and 
unexpectedly away, and give a more affecting and 
powerful energy to their holy example. To present 
that example to public view, is at once a tribute of 
friendship, and a discharge of duty. Shall the de- 
parture of such men be “folded up in silence?” 
Shall it be deemed enough to shed our unavailing 
regrets over their graves, while we suppress their 
monitory principles, actions, and precepts? No. 
Though dead, they “ yet speak ;” and speak in ac- 
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cents deepened and strengthened by the solemnities 
of the tomb which has opened its mouth to receive 
them. Everything invites us to review their pro- 
gress through life, to examine their Christian tem- 
pers, to mark their high and majestic aims, and to 
weigh their salutary counsels. “ Remember them 
who have spoken unto you the word of God : whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their conversa- 
tion, ^ and reposing in the assurance that “ Jesus 
Christ,” the refuge of the sinner, and the joy of 
the saint, unchanged by the lapse of time, and the 
various fluctuations of this earthly scene, is “the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.” 
Hefleetionslike these are suggested by the removal of 
him who forms the subject of these memoirs. He is 
snatched away in the forenoon of life, when his friends 
were fondly expecting a lengthened day of valuable 
services. He had just entered upon a new field of 
labour, — a field of large extent, importance, and 
promise ; but scarcely had he commenced his work, 
when he passed into his rest. He is gone. “ The 
eye that had seen him shall see him no more.” 
Tender recollections arise. The tear of friendship 
mingles with the sorrows of domestic bereavement, 
and mourns the death of one of the “ excellent of the 
earth.” But other duties call, and engage us to 
“ gather up the fragments that remain” of his 
Christian experience and holy actions, “ that nothing 
be lost.” To his connexions and acquaintance gene- 
rally, and especially to his younger brethren in the 
ministry, it is hoped that it will not be uninteresting 
or unprofitable to exhibit the “ grace of God in him,” 
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Happy, if any catch his falling mantle, imbibe his 
spirit, and imitate his conduct. Then, he will 
neither have lived nor died in vain. 



David. Stoner was born at Barwick-in-Elmet, 
a village about seven miles from Leeds, on Sunday, 
April 6th, 1794. The retired situation of his native 
place was friendly to the constitutional timidity of his 
mind, and its religious privileges afforded him pecu- 
liar assistances. His parents were decidedly pious ; 
and, sensible of the inestimable value of an immortal 
spirit, they laboured to restrain him from all evil, 
and teach him the “ way of righteousness.” Religion 
was presented to his consideration under the most 
pleasing aspect ; was explained in affectionate pre- 
cept, and recommended by daily example. His 
father still survives to lament this bright “coal” 
which is “quenched” in Israel: his mother, who, 
for maternal solicitude, may justly be classed with 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, — Eunice, the mother 
of Timothy, — and Monica, the mother of Augustine, 
has exchanged mortality for life. Her end was 
peace. — The tender assiduities of his parents were 
not fruitless. They scattered the seeds of truth and 
piety in his heart, which, watered by the dews and 
showers of divine influence, yielded a rich and blessed 
harvest. They collected material around the hallow- 
ing altar on which they desired to offer the services 
of their child to God ; and when the fire descended 
from heaven, and the breath of divine inspiration 
fanned its kindling ardours, the sacrifice arose in 
flames of heavenly desire and humble love. Their 
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success furnishes another practical evidence of the 
vast utility of pious parental exertion. To such 
exertion God himself has given the strongest com- 
mendation : “ Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do ? — For I know him, that he will command 
his children and his household after him, and they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice 
and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 

It would not have appeared extraordinary if one, 
trained from his infancy to the knowledge of religion, 
had been conducted by a more gradual method 
to the fuller apprehension and enjoyment of its 
truth. His conversion, however, was very clearly 
and strongly marked. In the year 1806, Bar- 
wick and its neighbourhood were visited with a 
severe affliction of an inflammatory nature, which 
swept many into eternity, and excited considerable 
alarm. Among others who died was the pious father 
of a large family. One of the writers of these pages 
was desired to preach on the occasion ; which he 
did on the morning of Good Friday, from Deut. 
xxxii. 29 : “O that they were wise, that they un- 
derstood this, that they would consider their latter 
end ! ” While the Preacher was endeavouring to 
urge the admonitions suggested by his text on the 
consciences of his hearers, young Stoner, whose 
mind had been much affected by the instances of 
mortality which had taken place around him, felt 
the word in demonstration and power. He distinctly 
saw that, if his heart and life were not changed, u his 
latter end” would be death. During that day he 
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laboured under a painful conviction of his sin and 
misery ; and at a prayer-meeting held in the chapel 
the same evening, could no longer suppress his feel- 
ings. He cried aloud for mercy, sought the favour 
of God with his whole heart, found it, and went 
home rejoicing. To that day he always adverted 
with peculiar pleasure. On the first page of his diary, 
which he did not begin to keep until many years 
afterwards, he briefly and emphatically writes, 
“ Awakened and converted, April 4th, Good Friday, 
1806.” To persons who have observed the rapid for- 
mation of habits, especially in early youth, it will 
not appear improbable that the benefit which he re- 
ceived at a meeting for prayer tended to strengthen 
his attachment in subsequent life to similar assem- 
blies. He never indeed allowed them to supersede 
other ordinances, but regarded them as valuable 
auxiliaries to all ; engaging the united faith, and 
hope, and fervour of Christians, and often securing 
the special presence and blessing of God. 

His friends rejoiced over the important change 
which had been wrought in his views, temper, and 
conduct ; but, considering his age, only just twelve 
years, they rejoiced with trembling. They feared 
that when the passions of youth grew into vigour and 
maturity, when the charms of an untried world pre- 
sented their fascinations and allurements, and when 
temptation assailed him in its innumerable forms, he, 
like many others, might u be led away with the error 
of the wicked, and fall from his own steadfastness.” 
To prevent this, they watched over him with jealousy 
and care. Happily, their fears were not realized. 
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He began, continued, and ended well. The found- 
ation was laid deep, and the building rose rapidly 
and regularly, firm in its structure, and lovely in 
its appearance, till the “ head-stone thereof” was 
u brought forth with shoutings, Grace, grace unto 
it.” 

From the time of his conversion he was remark- 
ably serious, thoughtful, and observant. He possessed 
the desirable talent of applying everything to a 
practical use, and deriving instruction from any 
valuable hint, whether addressed to himself or to 
others. One example of this has been preserved in 
the memory of a friend. A person who met in the 
same class was complaining to his Leader that he 
felt himself greatly discouraged by various tempta- 
tions, and particularly by Satan’s suggesting to his 
mind that he had no religion. “Well, brother,” 
said the Leader, “ I would advise you to take advan- 
tage of the devil, and say to him, 6 If I have no reli- 
gion, by the grace of God I will never rest until I 
obtain it and by this means, w r hether you have or 
have not religion, the temptation will be overruled 
for your good.” This remark struck Stoner’s mind 
very forcibly. He mentioned it repeatedly afterwards, 
and, in seasons of depression and discouragement, 
endeavoured to act consistently with it. To be right 
was his great aim; and if a suspicion arose that 
perhaps, after all, he was the dupe of self-delusion, 
he did not suffer himself to sink into a state of inac- 
tivity and despair, but renewed his exercises of self- 
examination, prayer, and diligence. 

At this early period he was commend ably solicitous 
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for the spiritual happiness of others, and gave some 
promise of the important office which he ultimately 
sustained in the church of Christ. Shortly after he 
was brought to the saving enjoyment of religion, a 
very gracious influence was felt among the young 
people of his native village. He laboured assiduously 
to promote it; and often met with his juvenile 
associates in fields, barns, and other places, for the 
purposes of prayer and mutual exhortation. He 
was styled their preacher ; and even then was 
remarkable for the clearness, pungency, and force of 
his addresses. Those days he always regarded as 
eminently happy. Several of his early friends have 
not yet forgotten the zealous and affecting admoni- 
tions which they at that time received from him. — 
Meetings of young persons like those mentioned 
ought undoubtedly to be encouraged with much 
caution. They are liable to abuse, and may una- 
wares engender levity and pride. In this instance, 
however, they appear to have produced good effects 
only. David Stoner was discreet beyond his years, 
and, under the direction of older advisers, was care- 
ful to “ abstain from all appearance of evil.” 

The time had now arrived when his parents began 
to think of preparing him for a suitable station in 
future life. This occasioned them some perplexity. 

His abstraction of mind, his strong propensity to 
studious pursuits, and his inaptitude for the ordinary 
avocations of business, seemed to militate against his 
being fixed in such a situation as they had at 
first intended for him. They sought direction, how- 
ever, from the God of Providence; and at length, 
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after much deliberation, resolved to follow the sug- 
gestion of a friend, and train him for a literary or 
mercantile employment. With this design, in the 
beginning of the year 1808, he was placed under the 
care of Mr. Bridge, who at that time kept an aca- 
demy at Rochdale. 

Temptations attend every change in life ; and those 
to which serious young persons are subjected by a re- 
moval to school are often perilous. New scenes are 
opened, — new connexions are formed, — new engage- 
ments arise ; and not unfrequently the tender plant 
of juvenile piety, placed in a fresh and, perhaps, un- 
friendly soil, exposed to furious storms and withering- 
blights, and deprived of the fostering hand of religious 
care and attention, decays and dies. Providentially, 
this was not the case with David Stoner. The school 
to which he was sent proved a nursery of piety as 
well as of learning. Here he extended his religious 
acquaintance, and enjoyed peculiar advantages ;• — 
here he not only preserved his spiritual attainments, 
but continued to “grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

While he was at Rochdale, he had among his asso- 
ciates, William Lord and Samuel Wilde, both now 
honourably and usefully employed in the Wesleyan 
ministry. They unite in their testimony to the 
excellency of his character, and consistency of his 
deportment. Mr. Lord, whose acquaintance with 
him was long and intimate, has kindly furnished the 
writers of these memoirs with some interesting and 
valuable communications. “ 1 well remember,” says 
Mr. L., “ that when he came to the school his ar>- 
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pearance was rather forbidding, owing to his being 
tall, and rustic in his manners and dress. But his 
progress in learning soon convinced his tutors that 
he possessed a mind of a superior order • while his mild 
and peaceable conduct secured him the good opinion 
of all, and the friendship of many of his schoolfellows. 
He was remarkable for a diligent application to his 
studies, and an indifference to the games and sports of 
which schoolboys in general are so fond. At that time 
taciturnity and modesty were as conspicuous traits of 
his character as in any subsequent part of his life.” — 
“ During the time,” adds Mr. L., “that we were 
schoolfellows, there was a blessed work of God upon 
the minds of many of the boys. Several met in class, 
and I have no doubt enjoyed the power and comforts 
of religion ; of which number David Stoner was one. 
Mr. Bridge favoured us with a room, in which, at 
proper seasons, we held prayer-meetings. On some 
of these occasions great numbers of the boys attend- 
ed, and David Stoner and others engaged in prayer, 
frequently with peculiar propriety, fluency, and fer- 
vour ; and not seldom the power of God was present 
to wound and to heal.” 

At Rochdale he also formed an acquaintance, which 
ripened into a very sincere friendship, with the late 
Mr. Gregory, of Nottingham. Mr. G. was at the 
same academy, and was one of the serious and devout 
boys mentioned above. Several letters afterwards 
passed between him and D. Stoner. By the kindness 
of Mr. Shelton, brother-in-law of Mr. G., the writers 
are favoured with all the letters of Mr. Stoner that 
could be found, and with which some of the succeed- 
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ing pages will be enriched. They are much worn, 
and were, doubtless, often read by the lamented 
friend to whom they are addressed. — These Jtwo 
were affecting victims of mortality. They pursued 
different paths through life, but happily maintained 
the same religious principles and aims. They were 
associated in early friendship, and early death ; and 
have undoubtedly rejoined each other in the “ quiet 
shades of paradise.” Their intimacy on earth was 
the source of mutual gratification. u I often think,” 
says Mr. Stoner, in one of his letters, “ what a bless- 
ing it was that ever we met at Rochdale. What re- 
freshing seasons did we use to have from the presence 
of the Lord ! ” His Nottingham friend was never 
known to mention him without lively satisfaction 
and pleasure. 

Mr. Gregory quitted the academy first. To him 
D. Stoner writes, September 4th, 1808, and informs 
him of an accident which had befallen him, and in- 
terrupted some of his engagements, — the breaking 
of his arm. He expresses an earnest trust that his 
friend was still directing his face toward the heavenly 
Zion, “fighting against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ; ” and adds, that, “ for his own part, he was 
determined to proceed in the narrow way.” “ I 
hope,” says he, with affectionate emphasis, “that I 
have an interest in your prayers, as you have in 
mine.” He mentions the departure of several of the 
boys from school, and the need he felt of Mr. G.’s 
assistance. He discovers also some solicitude in rela- 
tion to his future movements ; but subjoins, “ There is 
a promise which says, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of 
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God, and his righteousness ; and all other things shall 
be added unto you/ ” 

In a letter to the same friend, dated November 
3d, 1808, he says, “For myself, though I have been 
a trifler, and am yet very unfaithful, I feel deter- 
mined, through God’s grace, to serve him with all 
my heart, to give myself up into his hands, and let 
him work as ‘seemeth him good/ I am cheered 
with the hope that we have only a few more fleeting 
years at farthest to weather out, to take up our cross, 
deny ourselves, and live happily below ; and shall 
then receive an eternity, a heaven of happiness 
above. O dear Robert, pray, pray for me ; for 6 the 
effectual prayer of a righteous man availeth much/ ” 
Such an extract demands no remark : it sufficiently 
attests the serious and devotional temper of the 
writer’s mind. 

At this time it appears that there was an uncom- 
mon religious influence in the academy. “We have 
had a great increase of late/’ adds Mr. S., in the 
same letter. “ The Lord has been shaking the dry 
bones, so that upwards of a dozen boys attend the 
class-meetings.” Part of this letter is written by a 
mutual friend, Mr. John Crawshaw ; who observes, 
“ Surely God dwells among us, and hath chosen this 
house for his own. When you were here, we had 
good meetings ; but those which are now held among 
us far surpass them. A number of little boys will 
collect together, and tell of God’s goodness to them 
with all the simplicity of little children. Indeed 
they can scarcely be called anything else ; but, young 
as they are, God has dealt bountifully with them, 
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and made them very happy. Scarcely a week 
passes but one youth or more is made happy. O 
that you were here to join us ! God bless you. I 
don’t know that there is a boy in the school who 
does not sometimes attend the prayer-meetings.” 

It is justly lamented that religious impressions on 
companies of young people, particularly at schools, 
are often transient. Some leave; — others come. 
Some perhaps prove extravagant ; — others unfaith- 
ful. An attentive observer of human life will not be 
surprised to discover that this was partially the case 
at Rochdale. In May, 1809, Mr. Stoner writes to 
the same correspondent, “We are rather dead in 
religion at the school. There are only four or five, 
besides the masters, who attend the class-meetings.” 
Such changes occur; but they do not prove that 
preceding visitations of heavenly influence were 
either imaginary or useless. They forcibly indeed 
declare the necessity of caution, fidelity, and diligence ; 
but ought by no means to impeach the condescension 
and mercy of God. If the “morning cloud” seem 
to vanish from the sky, and the “early dew” from 
the earth, let it not be denied that they have been 
there, or supposed that their effects have, in every 
instance, utterly perished. 

Whatever might be the state of others, David 
Stoner continued to urge on his Christian course. 
He complains indeed, in the letter last mentioned, 
that he had not been sufficiently watchful, nor made 
such progress in the ways of religion as he ought to 
have made ; but expresses his hope that God would 
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u quicken his soul, and make him a good Christian.” 
A revival of religion had just taken place at Notting- 
nam ; on which he remarks, with his characteristic 
energy, “ I am very glad to hear that the Lord is 
prospering his work at Nottingham; and I hope he 
will carry it on until the wicked man cannot find a 
wicked companion in the whole town.” 

The time which he spent at Rochdale was a year 
and a half. He took his leave of his friends there 
at Midsummer of 1809, and immediately afterwards 
engaged in that situation which will form the subject 
of the following chapter. 

From the brief portion of his life which has already 
been reviewed, there arises a powerful argument in 
favour of the importance of early piety. It was this 
which preserved David Stoner from the evils to which 
boyhood is liable, and gave a direction to his views, 
purposes, and actions, honourable to his God, happy 
for himself, and beneficial to others. Let every 
young person who reads th^se memoirs copy his ex- 
ample. “ Youth is not rich in time : ” let that time 
be diligently employed. Youth is the spring-season 
of life’s short year, when the seeds of the future har- 
vest ought to be plentifully sown : it is the morning 
of life’s short day, the mild and sacred hours of which 
ought to be carefully spent. Who dares calculate 
on lengthened life ? or, if life be lengthened, what 
is of greater moment than to consecrate it from its 
commencement to God and heaven ? With re- 
gard to many, much time has already elapsed. 
“ Remember,” says a distinguished Roman Empe- 
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ror,* “ how long thou hast deferred thy most import- 
ant concern, and how often thou hast neglected the op- 
portunities afforded thee. — It is time for thee at length 
to consider thy situation in this world, of which thou 
art a part; and what the wise Governor of the world, 
from whom thou art derived, requires of thee. Thou 
hast a circumscribed space of time assigned thee, 
which if thou dost not employ in making all calm and 
serene within, it will pass away, and thou wilt pass 
away, and it will not return.” 

* Marcus Antoninus, lib. ii., cap. 4. 
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CHAPTER II. 

He wishes to obtain a situation — Engages as assistant in 
Mr. Sigston’ s academy , Leeds — Arduous nature of 
his new office — Exemplary manner in which he dis- 
charged its duties — He diligently pursues his private 
studies — Advances in piety — His grateful recollec- 
tions of the advantages which he enjoyed at Leeds — 

Affords an instructive example of strict attention to 
present duty without fruitless anticipations of fu- 
• turity. 

It was young Stoner’s object to procure a situa- 
tion, as soon as possible, in which he might combine [ 

opportunities of personal improvement with useful ) 

service, and release his parents from the charges of y 

his education. When he had been a year at Roch- 
dale, he ventured to apply for the office of under- 
assistant in a school at Leeds ; but was not thought 
sufficiently grounded in the elements of Latin to per- 
form the duties that would be expected from him. 

He continued awhile in suspense. Mr. Bridge sig- 
nified a wish to employ him in his academy ; but his 
proposals do not appear to have been satisfactory. 

He returned, therefore, as a scholar to Rochdale, * 
hoping that, in the course of another half-year, some 
situation might present itself, to which his abilities 
and attainments would be deemed adequate. 

At this season of comparative perplexity, he did 
not fail to commit himself, by prayer and resigna- 
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tion, to the guidance of divine Providence. He 
“ acknowledged ” God; and God “ directed his 
paths.” He purposed to offer himself as a book- 
keeper, or writer in any other department ; and re- 
quested his friend Mr. Gregory, if he heard of any 
such situation, to inform him of it : but, on his quit- 
ting Rochdale, he succeeded in obtaining what was 
far more suited to his views and dispositions, — the 
place of assistant in Mr. Sigston’s academy, Leeds. 
Here he enjoyed every advantage that he could 
reasonably expect or desire ; and here he remained 
until he was called into the regular work of the 
ministry. It was no inconsiderable addition to his 
comfort that, during a part of this time, his old 
schoolfellow and friend, Mr. Lord, was associated 
with him as assistant in the same seminary. 

The office which a teacher of youth sustains is 
arduous and perplexing. To ascertain the peculiar 
temper and talent of each scholar, — to restrain the 
. confident, encourage the diffident, and quicken the 
slothful, — to convey instruction in the clearest, most 
engaging, and most effectual manner, — to attend 
properly to the formation of principles and charac- 
ter, by far the most important object of education, — 
and to maintain a sufficient degree of self-govern- 
ment and control, — is confessed by those who are 
most experienced in the work of tuition to be no 
easy task. To young persons, like David Stoner, it 
must be very trying. He was, however, under the 
constant direction of his seniors ; his early habits 
were friendly to his new engagements ; and in the 
honourable but difficult office of teaching youth he 
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was by degrees more fully trained for the station 
which he afterwards occupied. 

Of the laudable manner in which he discharged 
the duties of this situation, the most satisfactory tes- 
timonies are given. “ His conduct in my house,” 
says Mr. Sigston, “ was most exemplary. His qua- 
lifications for teaching were peculiarly good. His 
manner was prompt, but firm ; and he communi- 
cated instruction with pleasantness mingled with 
gravity. He felt much for the salvation of the 
young persons under his care 5 and in several in- 
stances, I doubt not, his pious endeavours for their 
spiritual good were crowned with success.” The 
testimony of Mr. Lord, with whom he lived on terms 
of the most friendly intimacy, is very similar. To 
these may be added the evidence of Mr. William 
Gilpin, who was a scholar in Mr. Sigston’s academy 
during part of the time that Mr. Stoner was en- 
gaged as an assistant, and who gratefully acknow- 
ledges that he owes much to the influence of Mr. 
Stoner’s example and admonitory communications. 
“ Though then but young,” says Mr. G., "I no 
sooner became an inmate in Mr. Sigston’s establish- 
ment, than I was forcibly struck with the character 
and deportment of my venerated friend. Habitually 
grave and serious, his very appearance served to 
repress levity, and excite respect. On persons who 
enjoyed no intimacy with him, his extreme natural 
reserve was apt to produce an unfavourable impres- 
sion 5 but such an impression was instantly removed 
by a more familiar acquaintance. He was eminently 
affectionate ; and when he unbosomed himself on 
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any subject, there was a peculiar charm in his con- 
versation, tone, and manner. He was accustomed 
to embrace every seasonable opportunity of address- 
ing the scholars respecting their saltation ; and the 
effects of his instructions, counsels, and admonitions, 
are found in several individuals at the present day. 
It is almost unnecessary to add, that the boys in 
general were remarkably attached to him.” 

While he approved himself thus faithful in execut- 
ing the duties of his office, he was also very attentive 
to his personal improvement. The time which he 
was expected to spend in the business of teaching 
was six hours each day : he, consequently, had many 
intervals, which he did not neglect to occupy in his 
private studies. “ From the time of his coming to 
me,” adds Mr. Sigston, “ he discovered an ardent 
thirst after knowledge ; and, being of a studious and 
reserved disposition, employed most of his leisure 
time in the acquisition of various parts of literature, 
the knowledge of which his situation and prospects 
seemed to require.”— “ His thirst for knowledge,” 
observes Mr. Gilpin, “was insatiable. He was, 
therefore, extremely diligent in the improvement of 
every leisure moment. Whoever trifled, he was sure 
to be busy. Indeed, his industry at that period, 
then about seventeen years of age, was the most 
striking feature in his character ; nor is there any 
reason to think that he ever relaxed his efforts to 
advance in knowledge as well as in piety. No man 
ever reminded me so forcibly of a racer in the 
Grecian games as my late friend. He was always 
at full speed.” 
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One part of his attention was very properly di- 
rected to the attainment of languages; and he 
appears, while at Mr. Sigston’s, to have made con- 
siderable progress in the Greek and Latin, French 
and Portuguese tongues. To these he afterwards 
added so much knowledge of the Hebrew as enabled 
him to examine the original text of the Old Testa- 
ment with some degree of facility, and to guard his 
expositions of that portion of holy writ against the 
loose conjectures of fanciful etymology, and the illu- 
sions of a visionary philosophy. Mr. Sigston had in 
his family a Portuguese and a Spaniard ; — Stoner 
therefore possessed peculiar helps for the study of 
those languages, of which, in regard to the Portu- 
guese, he eagerly availed himself, and that with 
speedy and singular success. It cannot be supposed, 
that, amidst the multiplicity of his avocations, his 
classical acquirements were of the very first order. 
They seem to have been useful rather than eminent; 
and they were sacredly devoted to those higher 
objects which he habitually contemplated. 

To subjects of general information also, and parti- 
cularly to select theological publications, he applied 
much of his time. He is said to have been a re- 
markably rapid reader. He certainly was a very 
attentive one. What is related of the excellent 
Scougal, a man resembling himself in richness of 
promise, and brevity of life, may, without impro- 
priety, be applied to him : “ He did not so much 
raze? books as think them.”* In his epistolary cor- 

* See Wesley's Christian Library, vol. xxiii., p. 241. 
8vo. edit. 
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respondence are inserted several short notices of the 
works which passed under his examination, notices 
strongly marked by sagacity, discrimination, and 
intelligence. Sometimes he made extracts from the 
books he read; and generally availed himself of 
such other methods as were most agreeable to the 
habits of his own mind, and best adapted to bring 
the contents of his reading into profitable use, as- 
well as to preserve them in his memory. 

Amidst the various and multiplied engagements 
of a teacher and student, there is no little danger of 
spiritual declension. Religion may not be forgotten ; 
its profession may not be relinquished ; but its truths 
may fail to exert their wonted influence, and its en- 
joyments may languish. It is exceedingly possible 
for the mind to employ itself in the acquisition of 
speculative knowledge, while the heart unawares 
declines in heavenly love. From this evil Mr. Stoner 
seems generally to have been preserved. The situa- 
tion in which he was placed afforded him peculiar 
helps of a religious nature. At Mr. Sigston’s he 
found a nursery where his Christian virtues were 
protected and invigorated, and w’here the tender 
blossoms of divine grace, opening in his experience 
and practice, were saved from the insidious worm of 
evil principles, and the pernicious frost of sinful 
company. He also enjoyed the advantages of a 
zealous and efficient ministry, and appears to have 
derived much assistance from the sermons which he, 
tnen heard, outlines of many of which have been dis- 
covered among his papers. He was likewise parti- 
cularly attentive to the holy Scriptures, which he 
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made his daily study. In one of his letters to Mr. 
Gregory, he emphatically styles the Bible, “ The 
book of books, — the book of God, and the god of 
books ; ” and, after quoting the eloquent testimonies 
of Sir William Jones in proof of its excellency, 
observes, 66 1 well remember a remark which I have 
somewhere heard or read , — 6 God follows you out of 
your bed-chamber with a jealous eye in a morning, 
to see what book lies nearest your heart ; whether 
the first book you open be His , or one on some 
trivial subject/ This observation I generally recol- 
lect, and consequently read God’s book the first, 
which is a kind of divine antidote against all the 
poisonous qualities of others.” But 'the religious 
state of his mind at this period will be best illus- 
trated by a few extracts from his free and confiden- 
tial correspondence. 

To Mr. Gregory he writes, August 9th, 1809, 
shortly after he entered upon his new situation: 
“As for my better part , I trust I am advancing 
faster in the way to heaven than ever I did. The 
Lord often blesses my soul in a powerful manner. 
O what a good God have we to do with ! After all 
the sins we have committed against him, after all 
our backslidings from him, he has mercy on us still. 
Dear Sir, let us press forward to the ‘ mark for the 
prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus/” 

On January 11th, 1810, he writes to the same 
correspondent from Barwick : “ I am very glad to 
hear you have made so great advancement in the 
paths of religion, but am sorry to find that you have 
been so much afflicted. What a blessing it is, how- 
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ever, to have the fear of death taken away ! If God 
had taken you to himself, to paradise, to eternal 
glory, before me, O I think how you would have 
welcomed me, when the Lord had pleased to call 
me to the regions of everlasting day. O ravishing 
thought ! O boundless love ! O infinite mercy ! I 
hope you remember the words of the blessed Apostle, 
when he says, c Our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory/ The more patiently we 
suffer, the greater will be our reward. — For my own 
part, I know not where to begin to praise the Lord. 
When I consider into what a situation I have got, 
contrary to all expectation 5 — when I reflect how 
many young men, after leaving school, have waited 
several years before they could obtain a place in 
which they might earn their bread, whilst no sooner 
did I return home than this was handed out by Pro- 
vidence, a situation so desirable, so advantageous in 
every point of view, particularly for the better part ; 
when I attend to these things, I feel that I can with 
propriety adopt the heart-cheering words of the poet, 
and say, 

« When all thy mercies, O my God ! 

My rising soul surveys, 

Transported with the view, I ’m lost 
In wonder, love, and praise/ 

* c If ever I lived in happiness, I do now. Being 
at a covenant-meeting this new year, I was so en- 
abled to deliver up my soul to God by living faith 
as I never was before. I had been reading in the 
Methodist Magazine for January and February, 
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1799, a sermon concerning the scriptural method oj 
believing in order to obtain present and eternal salva- 
tion , from John vi. 29: ‘This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent/ I think 
I never heard or read the way of faith so plainly 
described. The author says, that ‘believing, in 
order to obtain salvation, is a lifting up of the heart 
to Christ in earnest desire, the receiving of him with 
fervent affections, the conversing daily and hourly 
with him in supplication and praise, the looking to 
him with a single eye, and diligently hearkening to 
his voice/ I have likewise thought very much of 
late on the word eternity , which may be found in 
Isai. lvii. 15. This has been a spur to my soul ; but 
still I feel to my hurt the old corruptions of my 
nature arise and trouble me. I hope the constant 
cry of my heart is, ‘Lord, I am thine : save me from 
pride, anger, and all other things that are contrary 
to thy will V — Please to recollect,” he adds in a post- 
script, “that tempus fugit ; and also remember to 
pray, pray, pray, pray for me ! ” 

In a letter to the same excellent friend, dated June 
9th, 1810, he gratefully mentions the happiness he 
enjoyed in the society of Mr. Lord, who had at that 
time begun to preach. “ He truly lightens all my 
burdens by taking a large share of them. We can 
open our minds to each other ; reprove, admonish, 
encourage, edify, strengthen, and bear with each 
other ; and thus ‘ fulfil the law of Christ/ I feel my 
soul at full stretch,” he observes, “ for all the mind 
that was in Christ. The Lord grant it to us for Christ’s 
sake ! ” In the postscript of this letter he adds, in a 
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larger character, doubtless as an expression of his 
own desires, and a direction to his correspondent, the 
Vulgate translation of that comprehensive beatitude, 
Matt. v. 6, “ Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness : for they shall be filled,” 
— “ quoniam ipsi saturabuntur.” 

September 22d, 1810, he writes to the same, — “ I 
am glad to hear you wish to be more like your divine 
Head. I could wish the same. I want a steady , 
firm fixedness to the point, and that is to glorify God 
in every thing. O Sir, if you and I, in every cir- 
cumstance of life, could only do the same that Christ 
would have done had he been in it, how delightfully 
we should go on ! Heaven on the road to heaven ! 
— Brother Lord seems to me to be devoted to the 
service of God. He is very lively ; and, thank God, 
we live together in peace and unity. I trust that 
we both have communion with the Holy Spirit. O 
may I, you, and he, be continually leaving the 
‘ things that are behind/ and stretching forward, 
through sunshine and darkness, to the 6 prize of our 
high calling/— that is, a heart emptied of pride, 
and ‘ filled with all the fulness of God/ I feel the 
temptations of youth very strong. May the Lord 
assist me to overcome them ! I want my heart sancti- 
fying from all its pollutions, making holy, and en- 
tirely devoted to God. Pray for me ! If you have 
any interest at the throne of grace, O make use of it 
for me ! ” 

During the former part of the time that he spent 
at Mr. Sigston’s, he experienced much bodily languor 
and debility* He grew very fast, and occasionally 
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discovered symptoms of an unfavourable nature in. 
reference to his health. In the spring of 1810 , he 
was so feeble that sometimes he could scarcely walk, 
nay, very often fell down. By the kind attentions 
of Mrs. Sigston, however, and his own regular 
habits, accompanied with the blessing of God, he soon 
acquired strength, and, as he advanced towards 
maturity, became more capable of active and vigor- 
ous exertion : though his constitution seems never to 
have been a firm one. 

To the advantages which he possessed in the se- 
minary at Leeds, he always referred with grateful 
and affectionate feeling. Writing to the Rev. John 
Smith, whose society he enjoyed for a season as a 
Christian friend and assistant in the same establish- 
ment, he styles Claypit Academy, “ that lovely, de- 
lightfully remembered spot and in a letter addressed 
to Mr. Sigston, from Holmfirth, he gives utterance 
to his recollections in the following terms: — “As 
soon as I think of writing to you, what a number of 
ideas, what a diversity of emotions, rush into my 
mind, and fill my trembling soul ! Gratitude and 
humiliation, joy and grief, pleasure and pain, by 
turns transport and depress my agitated heart. No 
sooner does your name present itself to my recollec- 
tion, then I am involuntarily led to take a retrospect 
of my life for the past six years. The former and 
greater part of that period I spent under your hos- 
pitable roof, and watchful eye. You cared for my 
welfare. You promoted my increase of knowledge. 
You bore with my youthful levities, with my crooked 
natural dispositions, with my careless inconsiderate- 
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ness, my wanderings from duty, my derelictions of 
principle ; — and under your superintending care the 
youth approached to manhood. Surely then I ought 
to evince my gratitude by every possible token of 
dutiful affection $ and such a token I humbly hope 
you will consider the lines you are now reading.” 

To a person who attentively surveys Mr. Stoner’s 
conduct in the youthful part of his life, one thing 
must appear particularly deserving of regard, — 
that he was always careful to discharge the duties 
which lay before him with diligence and assiduity, 
and without indulging vain anticipations of futurity. 
Many neglect this. They direct their minds to the 
uncertain occurrences of subsequent life ; — the period 
will arrive, they fondly imagine, when they shall 
have an object correspondent to their powers ; in 
the mean time, the duties of their present station 
are either entirely neglected, or carelessly performed. 
Such ruin their own projects. The precious season 
in which they ought to lay the foundation of future 
eminence and usefulness, is wasted ; and the irre- 
solution, indolence, and propensity to indulge in vi- 
sionary schemes, which mark the proceedings of their 
early days, usually attend them through life. To 
persons of this description David Stoner stands in 
pointed and instructive contrast. Resigning the 
contingencies of futurity to the direction of Pro- 
vidence, he was solicitous to perform the duty 
of the day in its day. u He who is faithful in 
that which is little,” affords the best hope that 
he will be “ faithful also in much.” Fidelity in one 
situation prepares for honourable employment in 
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another. This was exemplified in the subject of 
these memoirs. He was faithful in teaching the 
boys the rudiments of learning, and was gradually 
fitted for the high office of teaching men the truths 
and blessings of religion. The steps by which he 
was conducted into this wider and more important 
sphere of beneficial labour will next demand our 
attention. 
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I CHAPTER III. 

Remarks on the Christian ministry — Mr. Stoner's early 
inclination towards it — His solicitude to ascertain the 
claims of duty — He carefully examines his views and 
principles in relation to the ministry — Still hesitates 
— At length makes two attempts to preach ; but is dis- 
couraged, and desists — Renews his efforts — His obser- 
vations on a call to the ministry — He is admitted as a 
probationer on the Local Preachers' plan , and after- 
wards placed on the List of Reserve — His sentiments on 
preaching with the Spirit, and on other ministerial 
qualifications — His diligence in preparing for the 
pulpit — Anecdote of the Rev. John Smith — He is re- 
quested to accompany Dr. Coke to India , but declines 
— Is recommended to travel, and employed in the 
Leeds Circuit — His exemplary conduct, and encou- 
raging promise of future eminence. 

He who undertakes the office of the Christ ian 
ministry, engages in a work beyond all others im- 
portant and difficult. The truths which his duty 
requires him to inculcate are divine and heavenly, 
embracing the highest interests of the soul, and con- 
necting themselves with the destinies of eternity. 

The time which he occupies in his public labours is 
the most valuable portion of our earthly existence, 

— the sacred hours of the Sabbath, and other select 
periods won from the multiplied cares and employ- 
ments of life. To adapt his instructions to the cir- 
cumstances and wants of every individual, — to main- 
tain constant and inviolable fidelity to Him “ whose 
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he is, and whom he serves,” — and to enforce all his 
admonitions by the perpetual comment of a holy 
life, — are objects which demand his incessant atten- 
tion. The responsibility which attaches to his person 
and exertions is ineffably great. Justly may any one 
tremble at the magnitude and obligations of such an 
office. The Apostle of the Gentiles, though he pos- 
sessed a mind of unrivalled powers, and, with the 
clearest views and most mature Christian excellencies, 
enjoyed the rich gift of miraculous endowments, was 
constrained to exclaim, when he surveyed the requi- 
sitions and tendencies of his ministerial function, 
“ Who is sufficient for these things ? ” To the ordi- 
nary sciences, arts, and avocations of human life, 
the ordinary powers and attainments of human 
nature may be equal : to the successful exercise of 
the Christian ministry something more is necessary. 
They who have used the greatest diligence, and ac- 
quired the most estimable qualifications, will be the 
first to acknowledge their entire dependence on the 
Holy Spirit’s agency, and to say, with the strongest 
emphasis of humble and prayerful feeling, “ Our 
sufficiency is of God.” 

With such considerations as these the mind of 
David Stoner was deeply affected. He was fully 
convinced that a Preacher of the Gospel ought to be 
no novice in Christian experience, or Christian wis- 
dom ; that to him all solid acquisitions are valuable, 
but a comprehensive, clear, and sound knowledge of 
sacred theology, indispensable ; and, above all, that 
he needs, the “ unction of the Holy One.” — To as- 
certain that he was called of God to this momentous 
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employment, caused him much painful and anxious 
inquiry ; and this portion of his history affords an 
example, equally interesting and instructive, of the 
secret workings of a serious mind in the prospect of 
the most serious of all engagements, — cautious in its 
deliberations, slow in its movements, but ultimately 
firm in its decisions. 

Early in life he appears to have had a persuasion 
that, if faithful to the grace of God, he should event- 
ually be called to the service of the sanctuary. This 
persuasion became more lively and powerful amid 
the religious exercises which engaged his attention, 
first at Barwick, and afterwards at Rochdale. His 
most intimate associates thought they could then 
discover in him the elements of an able and useful 
Minister of Jesus Christ. To himself, however, his 
invincible timidity seemed to present an insuperable 
objection. He, therefore, concealed the desires and 
predilections of his heart : he durst not think it pos- 
sible that such a one as he should ever fill a station so 
honourable and arduous as that of the ministry ; but, 
at the same time, he was led imperceptibly to pursue 
that course of study and spiritual discipline which 
served gradually to prepare him for the profitable 
discharge of its duties. 

The first time any notice presents itself, in his 
epistolary correspondence, of the impression which 
he secretly cherished, is in his letter to Mr. Gregory, 
partly quoted already, of June 9th, 1810. “ I have 

something he says, “ continually on my breast. 
Perhaps you may recollect my timid spirit ; but as 
you are a bosom friend, I will tell it you. It is 
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this : — something suggests, c Go and preach the Gos- 
pel ; ’ but whether it be self, Satan, or the Spirit of 
God, how can I discover ? Sometimes the thought 
arises, i How can it be self, when I am of so back- 
ward a disposition? How can it be Satan ? Surely 
he would wish no man to preach/ But O ! what 
must I do ? Give me your advice. I hope you will 
disclose the above to no one.” 

His friend replied, and made some observations on 
the subject of his inquiry. To him Mr. Stoner writes 
again in the month of September, expresses his gra- 
titude for the advice he had received, and mentions 
the growing conviction he felt of the importance of 
the work which he contemplated, — a conviction much 
strengthened by his reading a short essay on the 
“ Qualifications and Duty of a Christian Minister, ” 
extracted from Dr. Bates.* — “I know,” he adds, 

“if the Lord has designed me to preach the Gospel, 
he will open the way for me; but I fear I have 
rejected an offer at least once. Every day I more 
and more see my own ignorance, weakness, and 
insufficiency for such a work ; but I know God is all 
wisdom, strength, and sufficiency ; and he can impart 
these blessings to me. If I ask him in a proper 
manner, I believe he will do it ; for it is his word, 
c If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not ; and it shall be given him/ I heard Mr. 
Marsden on Wednesday evening, from, ( Whatsoever 

* See the Methodist Magazine for October and Novem- 
ber, 1810. 
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ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it 
you/ I was much encouraged under this sermon. 
I well remember the observation of a literary and 
pious gentleman on the subject of asking wisdom. 

< If ? ’ said he, ‘ you ask wisdom of God, he will give 
you a little ; and if you make good use of that, he 
will give you a little more ; and so on in proportion/ 
And if God has given me a little, and I make no use 
of it, — I tremble at the idea ! What ! hiding my 
talent in a clean napkin ! God forbid ! May he 
teach me wisdom secretly.” 

Shortly after this he was seized with a dangerous 
fever, which reduced him to a state of great debility. 
When he was recovered, he wrote again to his cor- 
respondent at Nottingham, February 13th, 1811, aud 
adverted to the ends which he supposed his heavenly 
Father might have in view in afflicting him to 
make him more thankful for the blessing of good 
health, — to increase his love to Himself, — and, per- 
haps, to chasten him for not yielding to his convic- 
tions and beginning to preach ; “ for he showed me,” 
he observes, “ how easily he could take all my 
powers entirely away. I have not yet begun, and I 
know not what to do. I have such a continual strug- 
gle in my poor soul between two contending parties, 
(but who they are, I know not,) one pushing this 
way, the other pulling quite the contrary, that some- 
times when it is suggested, 6 Give it entirely up,’ 1 
almost think of listening to the suggestion. My 
natural temper is so opposed to such an office, — I am 
so timid and diffident, that to think of preaching 
makes me stagger and shrink from the duty. Per- 
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haps you would advise me to mention the subject to 
some of the friends at Leeds : but that is what in me 
1 human nature trembles at/ After many mature 
considerations, however, I came to the resolution of 
naming it to my master and Mr. Lord, but 6 under a 
mantle/ An opportunity offered itself. Mr. Sigston 
asked me one evening what were my intentions as 
to future life. I said, ( I have thought something 
about being a Church Minister ; but I suppose, as I 
am circumstanced, that it is nearly impossible/ No 
more passed at that time ; but afterwards he advised 
me, first, to examine what my reasons were for 
desiring to be a Minister, and, then, to ascertain 
where it seemed most probable that I was called to 
exercise my ministry. This I have endeavoured to 
do, but have not yet had an opportunity of stating to 
him my conjectures upon the subject. I have since 
laid open my mind to Mr. Lord, and desired him to 
speak to Mr. Sigston for me ; but he has not yet 
done it. So here I am at a stand ! quite unhappy ! 
My eternity of happiness is diminishing ! I am 
neglecting my duty, and my soul is at stake ! Lord, 
help me ! ” 

He then recites the examination into which he had 
entered of his view's and motives in reference to 
the ministry. This turns chiefly on the two points 
suggested by Mr. Sigston. The importance of the 
following extract will, it is presumed, abundantly 
justify its length : — 

“ First. What are the reasons that induce me to 
think of preaching ? The glory of God, — the benefit 
of my fellow-creatures, — and the salvation of my own 
soul. 
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h( 1. The glory of God. Men were made io glorify 
God ; but Adam fell into sin, and has entailed his 
sin upon all his posterity. Of ourselves, therefore, 
we cannot glorify God. But Christ has died for us ; 
and through his blood, and that alone, we may 
glorify God. Men, however, naturally dishonour 
God as much as lies in their power : they trample 
upon the Saviour’s blood as an unholy thing. Now, 
can I in any way glorify God more than by becoming 
an instrument in his hands to induce souls to turn 
from their wicked ways, and live to his glory ? — 
Besides, God has appointed a station for every man 
he sends into the world ; and, consequently, one for 
me. I conceive that it is scarcely, if at all, possible 
that a man should properly glorify God out of that 
station which is designed for him. If then God has 
designed me to be a Preacher of his Gospel, I think 
l can scarcely, if at all, glorify him, if I be not one. 

“2. The benefit of my fellow-creatures. God 
made men not only to glorify him, but to be eternally 
happy. But they have wandered from his ways 
* like lost sheep.’ They are 6 taken captive by the 
devil at his will.’ They feed upon the husks and 
shells of the wilderness. They are blind and poor, 
wretched and miserable, deaf and dumb ; nay, more, 
they are 6 dead in trespasses and sins.’ God himself 
says, c There is no peace to the wicked : they are 
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.’ Besides all this, 
there is a c fearful looking for’ of eternal punishment 
and woe. This, if God’s grace prevent not, is the 
lot of all the children of Adam. Can I then be more 
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beneficial to my fellow-creatures than by being em- 
ployed to let them know the day of their salvation ? 

I could wish all men to be happy. I could wish all 
men to glorify God ; to live a life of peace on earth, 
and at last to reign with him in the heavenly regions 
for ever and ever. When I look round on the world, 
lying, comparatively speaking, in the arms of the 
wicked one ; when I see men sinful and wretched, 
and consider that many, many know it not; my 
heart yearns over them, and I would fain be instru- 
mental in doing them good. 

“3. The salvation of my own soul. In my present 
state of mind, I am quite miserable. I think, (right 
or wrong I know not,) while I have so strong a con- 
viction that I ought to preach, . and preach not, I 
cannot be saved : for this reason, — I think it is my 
duty ; I do not perform my duty ; how then can I 
expect salvation ? I am so uneasy and unsettled, I 
have such a burden upon my spirit, that sometimes 
I am almost ready to give all up. Lord, help me ! 
— Ever since I first set out in the ways of religion, 
the ministry has in general been the first thing in 
my thoughts. Before I went to Rochdale, when 
there was a revival of religion among the youth of 
my native village, and we often met together, I was 
the Preacher for them. What happy days were 
those ! — Besides, what I consider as most decisive, 
when I live nearest to God, and enjoy most of his 
love, then , and then only , do my desires after the 
ministry increase. On the contrary, when I am 
cold and languid, my desires become weak and 
drooping. But what shall I do? Perhaps you 
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have read the first part of the memoir of Mr. Robert 
Lomas.* I thank God that I have received much 
benefit from it. He seems to have been of the like 
disposition with me. He observes, that he had 
‘ openings of the word of God to his mind, and plans 
of discourses often presented.’ That is just my case. 
— Now I think I have mentioned all my reasons for 
wishing to be a Preacher. Please to give me your 
opinion. Are they sufficient, or are they not? I 
wish Mr. Sigston knew them as w r ell as you now do. 
I thank God that I am able to declare my mind so 
fully to you. But you are at a great distance from 
me ; and of all friends, I would soonest state my 
feelings to the most distant. I think you have no 
acquaintance at Leeds to whom you could reasonably 
and wisely mention this subject. 

“ Secondly. I am to ascertain, if I can, where 
it is most probable that I am called to exercise my 
ministry. On this point I fancy I need not study 
much. There are only two religious communities to 
which I can conscientiously unite myself, — the 
Methodists, and the established Church. The ques- 
tion is, Which shall I choose? You may think it 
impracticable that one in my humble circumstances 
of life should become a Minister of the Establishment. 
I doubt not, however, that if I were fully bent upon 
it, I could manage that point.” — He then repeats the 
reasons, mentioned above, which induced him to 

* The memoir of Mr. Lomas, an uncommonly interest- 
ing and edifying piece of Christian biography, is inserted 
in the Methodist Magazine for January, February, March, 
and April, 1811. 
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think of the ministry, and particularly inquires 
whether, in his case, he should have the fairest pro- 
spect of glorifying God, of promoting the spiritual 
interests of his fellow-creatures, and of securing his 
personal salvation, as a Clergyman of the Establish- 
ment, or a Minister in the Methodist Connexion. 
The result is, that he modestly, but firmly, gives the 
preference to the Methodist Connexion. “ Besides,” 
he subjoins, “if I go to the University in order to my 
becoming ja Minister of the Establishment, my powers 
must lie dormant until I am twenty-three years of 
age; whereas, among the Methodists, I might be 
instrumental in the conversion of many souls before 
then. But I have an unquenchable desire placed in 
me after learning; and if I went to the University, I 
should have a far better opportunity of obtaining 
literary qualifications than I can expect among the 
Methodists. But what is that? Comparatively, 
nothing in the sight of God.” 

After this careful investigation of his principles and 
motives, it might be expected that he would imme- 
diately make trial of his abilities for the pulpit. 
Timidity, however, again prevailed, and painfully 
retarded his purposes. He suffered peculiar disad- 
vantages from that excessive reserve which would 
not allow him freely to unbosom his mind to others. 
About this time he prepared a letter to a great and 
good man, in which he stated his feelings, and parti- 
cularly asked from what source the inclinations he 
had could arise? Did they spring from self ? He 
thought they might ; for he was 'proud. He thought, 
again, they did not; he was so timid . Did they 
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spring from Satan ? He saw it was possible that the 
devil might stimulate one to run who was not sent. 
Did they come from the Holy Spirit ? This was the 
question he wanted solving. But when he had 
written his letter, he had not courage to send it. It 
was an additional inconvenience to him that he was 
now deprived of the society of Mr. Lord, who at the 
Midsummer of this year quitted Mr. Sigston’s, and 
shortly afterwards entered into the regular ministry. 

In a letter to Mr. Gregory, dated July 5th, he 
says, Cs I very much admire your fine remarks on the 
pleasure of conveying our thoughts to each other, 
though at a great distance. This I think an ines- 
timable blessing. You write, C I hope I am en- 
deavouring to live in an increasing conformity to the 
will of God/ Well, I can only say, Go on, and 
prosper ; for this is the very end for which you were 
created. — With regard to myself, I have but very 
poor news. I have not begun to sound the Gospel 
trumpet, and I think now I never shall. I am still 
strongly persuaded that the call was from God ; but, 
through my resisting the impulse, it has now almost 
quite left me ; and, consequently, my soul is more 
dead, lifeless, and carnal, than it has ever been since 
I was brought out of c darkness into light/ I fear I 
shall never hold up my head more. I have been of 
late so tossed and tempted, that I am now so melan- 
choly and dejected, that I sometimes think I shall 
lose my reason. Lord God of heaven and earth, 
have mercy upon me ! My two great hinderances are 
timidity and pride . I beg you will write soon, and 
say something that may benefit me. I am spending 
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the vacation,” he adds in a postscript, “at Mr, 
Sigston’s, as he is from home. We have three young 
men in the house, who are going to Sierra- Leone, 
under the direction of Dr. Coke, to teach the Heathen ; 
— so I am desired to stay here and teach them. The 
Lord of heaven and earth have mercy upon me ! ” 
By the repeated persuasions of Mr. Sigston, and 
several other friends, he at length consented to make 
an attempt, and preached his first sermon in a small 
school-room in Park -lane, Leeds, October 17th, 1811, 
from Prov. xviii. 24 : “There is a friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother.” Contrary to his expectation, 
there was a considerable congregation, among whom 
were several Local Preachers. He felt much confu- 



sion and embarrassment, and was greatly discouraged. 
Three days afterwards, however, he was induced 
to accompany Mr. Sigston and his friend Mr. Dobson 
to Kirkstall-Forge, where Mr. Sigston had been ap- 
pointed to preach. Mr. Stoner consented to supply 
for him ; but on approaching the pulpit, his c ourage 
seemed to fail him, and, observes Mr. Sigston, “per- 
ceiving him about to retire, I stepped forward, and 
with some difficulty got him into the pulpit : so that 
it may be said of him, with even literal truth, that he 
was 4 thrust out into the harvest/ ” At this time he 
preached from John ix. 27: “Will ye also be his 

disciples?” and experienced somewhat more freedom 
than he had done on the former occasion. To Mr. 
Gregory he writes on the 24th of the same month, 
“I find it is a great blessing to have friends to whom 
we can open all our minds, and from whom we can 
receive Christian advice and consolation. Such a 
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friend have you been to me; and as I shall never be 
able to make a suitable return, I most ardently pray 
that the choicest of God’s blessings may rest upon 
you in life, death, and to all eternity. — I have some- 
thing to relate which, I dare say, will please you. I 
have taken your advice concerning my call to the 
ministry. I have made the attempt. I preached the 
first time in a small Sunday school-room, in an ob- 
scure part of the town. I did it as secretly as possible, 
but, to my great astonishment, seven or eight Local 
Preachers were present; on which account, through 
the weakness of my faith and trust in God, 1 did not 
feel that liberty and composure of mind which I ex- 
pected ; at which I was greatly cast down and discon- 
certed. My friends, however, expressed their satis- 
faction ; and, by their encouragement, I went with 
Mr. Sigston to a small village on the Sabbath, and 
stood up again, when I experienced more liberty and 
power, and the blessing of the Lord attended his word. 
But O ! what cogitations and imaginations have since 

( passed through my mind ! I am still scarcely satisfied 
whether it be the will of God or not that I should 

I engage in the ministry. — A thought strikes me,” he 
remarks, “ while I am waiting. Perhaps if we were 
to meet in the streets, we should not know each other. 
We are changeable and changing. — Dear Sir, do not 
forget to pray, and for me . I often remember you.” 
His friends rejoiced that he had been prevailed 
upon to make a trial ; and, with the concurrence 
of a meeting of the Local Preachers, he received 
a note from the Rev. James Wood, then Super- 
intendent of the Leeds Circuit, authorizing him 
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to exercise his talent for preaching the Gospel, 
and requesting the people to encourage him in his 
labours and pray for his success. Outlines of his 
first two sermons are extant, from which it is plain, 
to adopt the language of Mr. Lord, “that they 
were very instructive and awakening, crowded with 
important sentiments, though perhaps not display- 
ing that lucid order and copious argumentation so 
conspicuous in his more matured compositions.” 
He was, however, overwhelmed with discourage- 
ment, and for four months durst not venture again 
to enter the pulpit. At length he was constrained 
to make another effort. “I found, ” says he, in a 




letter to Mr. Gregory, of March 7th, 1812, “ that I 
could not live. I was going, fast going down the 
stream of delusion and vanity. I summoned courage 
to try other twice the last two Sundays : but 1 feel, 
O ! I feel unutterable pangs. When I stand up, my 
limbs tremble, my voice falters, my ideas are con- 
fused, and all my faculties of body and soul seem 
to be convulsed. But, thanks to God ! He stands 
up with me ; gives me tolerable liberty of speech ; 
blesses me in my own soul ; and, as far as I can 
learn, favours me with some tokens of success among 
the people.” It afforded his friends much satisfaction 
to find that he had resumed his pulpit labours. 
His note from Mr. Wood was renewed ; and during 
the remaining part of the year 1812 he often 
preached in different places, with increasing com- 
fort to himself and advantage to his hearers. 

It may not be improper to insert here his obser- 
vations on the most satisfactory evidences of a call 
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to the ministerial office, extracted from a letter 
• * 

which he wrote several years afterwards to Mr. 
Joseph Jennings ; and a copy of which, with some 
other interesting documents, Mr. J.has kindly com- 
municated to the writers of these pages. “You 
ask, ‘What are the marks whereby a person may 
know that he is called of God to preach the Gos- 
pel ? * To make the matter as simple as possible, I 
would say, 1. An inward impression on the mind 
made by the Spirit of God. This impression will 
lead you to think about preaching, texts, sermons, 
&c., and will be most vivid when you are most 
aliye to God. 2. The call of the church. Perhaps 
this will be known by some individuals inviting you 
to begin, and then by the general approbation and 
encouragement you will meet with after you have 
begun. But remember there must be a fair trial . 
You must preach fifty times before you conclude 
to give it up. And you must not be swayed by the 
opinion of one or two individuals, either for or against , 
but by the general opinion. I am fully satisfied 
that I am called of God ; yet a good man, and a 
man of renown, expressed it as his opinion, after 
hearing my first sermon, that I was not called to the 
work. And you will soon ascertain the general 
opinion without making inquiries. Indeed, a man 
who makes inquiries how his hearers like his sermons, 
is sure to be despised. By the invitations you re- 
ceive, by the congregations you have, by the notice 
taken of you by the Preachers, and by the uninvited 
opinions of some who will tell you what they think, 
you will soon ascertain the general opinion of the 
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church. 3. Success in your work. A Preacher 
called of God must, in some way or other, have 
success. Nothing can satisfy a Preacher of God’s 
making and calling but souls. ‘ And he that win- 
neth souls is wise.’ — You mention the acuteness of 
your feelings, and distress of your mind. This, I 
think, is all in favour of your call. The torture of 
mind I passed through on that subject none but God 
Almighty knows. You must not be governed by 
your feelings , but by your judgment , making its 
decision according to the word of God.” 

At the Christmas Quarterly Meeting of the same 
year, he w r as admitted, as a probationer, on the Local 
Preachers’ Plan for the Leeds Circuit. In a letter 
to Mr. Gregory, dated February 23d, 1813, he com- 
plains that he is ignorant of himself, God, the Bible, 
the great work of preaching, and everything else 
that he ought to know ; that his sermons are too 
frothy and light, and contain too little of experience 
and the word of God. His censure of himself, how- 
ever, was always severe 5 and, happily, the dis- 
couraging sentence which he pronounced was not 
supported by the suffrages of his hearers. He speaks 
no more of relinquishing his efforts, but expresses his 
intention, by the assistance of God, to try a little 
longer. He afterwards indulges in the following 
serious reflections : — cc How dreadful is our situation ! 
Immortal worms, placed for a moment on the crum- 
bling precipice of time, betwixt the two unbounded 
oceans of eternity ! endowed with reason and free 
agency ! born into the world, surrounded with dark- 
ness and ignorance ! captivated by our lusts! pos- 
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sessed by Satan ! allured by desires ! deceived by 
prejudices ! biased by sensual gratifications ! led 
astray by example ! and yet accountable for every 
thought, for every word, for every action ! — How 
great, how infinitely great, is the blessing of early 
piety ! Its advantages are inconceivable here below ; 
but they will chiefly discover themselves throughout 
eternity,” 

In his next letter to the same friend, of April 1st, 
he speaks of his name having been inserted at a late 
Meeting of the Local Preachers, on the List of Re- 
serve ; as a proper person, we suppose he means, to 
be recommended in the regular way for the Wes- 
leyan Itinerancy. “I thank God,” he subjoins, 

“ that he yet enables me to speak a few words for 
him. I do not feel such a reluctance to ascend the 
pulpit as I used to do. My fear begins to wear off, and 
I am enabled to speak with more precision, firmness, 
and ease. But timidity and blushing backwardness 
are so deeply rooted in my nature, that it will be 
with difficulty, if ever, that I get completely master 
of them. When I have liberty in the pulpit, I find 
preaching delightful work ; but when I am embar- 
rassed, I could wish myself almost anywhere out of 
the sight of the people. One thing I discover, — that 
when I have an indifferent season, I can generally 
trace the cause of it to myself, and find it has arisen 
from my own fear, unbelief, forgetfulness, or indo- 
lence. — I want direction from heaven concerning 
my future station and conduct in life. My heart is 
divided on the subject. One part suggests, 6 Enter 
into a trade, or something else of that kind ’ Another 
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says, 6 Go out as a Travelling Preacher/ Now what 
am I to do ? I wish to lie as clay in the hands of the 
Potter, and say , 6 Thy will be done/ I believe there is 
a certain track cut out for me in life by divine Pro- 
vidence. If I enter upon and continue in this track, 
I shall be happy and successful ; if I do not, all will 
be unfortunate and miserable. Now I want to see the 
designs of Providence open before me ; and after - 
{ wards I shall want strength to follow them. This 

placing me upon the List of Reserve, — is it an 
opening of Providence, or not ? Pray what is the 
counsel of my friend on this important subject? ” j 
On the necessity of seeking the constant aid of the 
Holy Spirit in the discharge of pulpit duty, he makes 
the following just and impressive observations in' the 
same letter: — “The greatest, the best, the most use- 
ful, the most necessary qualification for a Preacher, 
is the Spirit. Without the influence of the Spirit, 
sinners are crawling monsters, incarnate fiends; 
Christians are as a body without a soul ; ordinances 
are fountains without water; Ministers are windows 
without light ; providences are clouds without rain ; 
promises are trees without fruit. But with the Spirit, 
our prayers will be prevalent; our faith will be 
strong; our hope will be blooming; our love will be 
increasing; our preaching will be useful; our exhor- 
tations will be fiery ; our consolations will be heart- 
easing; our warnings will be solemn; our reproofs 
will be pungent ; our invitations will be encouraging ; 
our introductions will be easy ; our divisions will be 
natural; and our applications will be close. Thus, 
with the strength of God in our arms, and the sword 
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of the Spirit in our hands, we shall be enabled to cut 
and divide betwixt sinners and their sins; to lop off 
all useless and injurious branches ; to cut off all right- 
hand sins; — and thus the work of God will prosper 
in our hands. O let us, above every other, and with . 
every other, qualification, seek the Spirit! Hear a 
Preacher without the Spirit : you will find him dull, 
inactive, dead, useless, — unless it be to talk people to 
sleep. His sermon is without point , without edge. 

In short, he is just the reverse of what I have been 
describing. But hear a Preacher with the Spirit; 
and how contrary the effect ! Though he may labour 
under disadvantages with regard to voice, manner, &c., 
yet you will perceive that he himself feels what he 
says, and you will feel it likewise. An unction will 
attend what he advances, and bring it home warm to 
your conscience. Lord, give us the Spirit ! ” 

“Some persons,” he adds, “are of opinion that a 
Preacher of the Gospel ought to have nothing to do 
with the embellishments of oratory, &c. I think 
differently. I think we ought to seize every help, 
whether oratory, rhetoric, logic, or what not. Hence 
I would learn to read in the best manner; to speak 
and deliver what I have to say in the best manner ; 
in short, to do everything in the best manner. 
Hence I should wish to acquire every attainment 
which may assist a Minister to appear and acquit 
himself in the pulpit with advantage. Truly there 
is an extreme on the other side, in over-reaching the 
matter ; but I think a speaker may proceed a long 
way before he approaches anything of that sort.” 

Mr. Lord correctly observes, that Mr. Stoner was 
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“ from the first deeply convinced of the necessity of 
having ‘beaten oil’ for the sanctuary.” He was, 
therefore, very diligent in his preparations for the 
pulpit. “ There is a system,” he remarks in one of 
his letters to Mr. L., “ that some Preachers whom 
I know frequently follow ; — they preach what I call 
spun-sermons. Mr. — , I should suppose, acts in this 
manner. He is one of the most tedious Preachers I 
ever heard. You may sit for a quarter of an hour 
while the poor man is puffing, and blowing, and 
tugging to get some idea thrown out to you; and 
when it does come, it is perhaps only what you have 
had before, or some idea which you might perceive 
to arise out of. the passage with less than half a 
moment’s consideration. He will begin a sentence, 
and before he gets halfway through it will meet with 
something that he supposes needs explanation; — then 
he immediately enters the terrible enclosure of a pa- 
renthesis, and perhaps before he has half finished that 
explanation, something else presents itself. He then 
turns his attention to it, and so goes on multiplying 
parenthesis within parenthesis, explanation of explan- 
ation, till he is completely lost in the labyrinth, and 
gives up the chase. From such preaching, ‘good 
Lord, deliver us.’” From such preaching he was 
delivered. Knowing the value of close and persever- 
ing study, he laboured to be. a scribe instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven, “ bringing forth out of his 
treasure things new and old.” It was his endeavour 
that his sentiments should at once be valuable in 
themselves, and correctly arranged. His sermons, 
therefore, were not a collection of excellencies thrown 
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into a confused heap ; his sentences were not pearls 
unstrung, which require considerable pains to collect 
and unite them in order to see their beauties. There 
was always a regular chain of argumentation in his 
discourses, where the first link naturally connected 
itself with the next, and that with the next, until he 
came to the conclusion.* 

It will not escape the reader’s notice, that in ex- 
amining his call to the ministry, Mr. Stoner invari- 
ably associated with his obedience to it, a deep and 
painful solicitude for his personal salvation. This 
became a settled principle with him. He seems 
always to have thought, that for a man to trifle with 
a serious conviction of the duty of engaging in the 
ministerial office, was to endanger his spiritual in- 
terests. The following incident, related by the Rev. 
John Smith, may illustrate this. When Mr. Smith 
was employed as assistant in Mr. Sigston’s academy 
he was strongly induced to attempt pulpit labour, 
and consented to make a trial on a certain occasion. 

* On this subject it may not be unsuitable to introduce 
the following pointed remarks of the venerable Wesley, in 
his Notes on our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount : — “ Through 
this whole discourse, we cannot but observe the most exact 
method which can possibly be conceived. Every paragraph, 
every sentence is closely connected both with that which 
precedes and that which follows it. And is not this the pat- 
tern for every Christian Preacher? If any, then, are able to 
follow it, without any premeditation, well : if not, let them 
not dare to preach without it. No rhapsody, no incoherency, 
whether the things spoken be true or false, comes of the 
Spirit of Christ.” - 
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Hisiears, however, overpowered him, and he did not 
Attend the appointment. He made another engage- 
ment, — to preach in Park-lane, where Mr. Stoner 
had commenced his public work; but as the time 
approached, he yielded again to timidity, and retired 
to the Teachers’ room, intending not to make his 
appearance at the place appointed. Mr. Stoner was 
in the room. “I thought,” said he to Mr. Smith, 
“ that you had agreed to preach to-night.” “Yes,” 
said the other, with much hesitation and embarrass- 
ment, “but I must give it up.” “What,” rejoined 
Mr. Stoner, with severe and powerful emphasis, “do 
you mean then to ruin yourself?” This pointed 
question, resting a compliance with acknowledged 
duty on a regard to personal safety, produced the 
desired result. Mr. Smith immediately repaired to 
Park-lane, and there commenced those pulpit exer- 
tions which have been happily and successfully con- 
tinued to the present time. — To the most devoted 
Ministers of Christ such a feeling as that above men- 
tioned has been familiar ; and they have been prompt- 
ed to say, in humble imitation of the holy Apostle, 
“ Though we preach the Gospel, we have nothing to 
glory of : for necessity is laid upon us ; yea, woe is 
unto us, if we preach not the Gospel ! For if we do 
this thing willingly, we have a reward : but if against 
our will, a dispensation of the Gospel is committed 
unto us.” 

While Mr. Stoner pursued his occasional engage- 
ments as a Local Preacher, an opportunity seemed 
to present itself of his entering into an untried and 
most important field of action. Dr. Coke, who was 
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then contemplating a Mission to Ceylon and Conti- 
nental India, passed through Leeds, accompanied by 
Mr. Clough. He had heard of Mr. Stoner’s piety 
and promising talent, and called upon him to secure 
his assistance as a Missionary. When he found that 
Mr. Stoner understood the Portuguese language, 
he urged his request the more earnestly, observing, 
that Mr. S. might afford himself and associates 
special assistance during the voyage. Mr. Stoner 
willingly acceded to the Doctor’s desire, on condition 
that the full consent of his parents could be obtained. 
When they were consulted, Mrs. Stoner, who was 
both an affectionate and judicious woman, and un- 
commonly attached to her son David, could not give 
her approbation to the scheme ; which was therefore 
abandoned. The judgment of this excellent mother 
appears to have been correct. It may reasonably be 
doubted whether the constitution of Mr. Stoner was at 
all adapted to a residence in an eastern climate, and 
whether his extreme diffidence would not have proved 
an insurmountable obstacle to many of the peculiar 
calls and engagements of an eastern Missionary. 

It was Mr. Wood’s intention to propose him for 
the itinerancy in the year 1813. To this he objected, 
partly, as he observes in a letter to Mr. Lord, on the 
ground of his engagements with Mr. Sigston ; and 
partly on account of his youth, the state of his health, 
his inexperience, his want of gravity, firmness, and 
competent ability. “ I do not absolutely intend,” 
he says, “ not to go out. 1 thank God, I have stu- 
died over the matter, and just as I see that God 
opens the way, I trust I shall say, ‘Thy will be 
I f 2 
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done/ and follow.” The objections which he ad- 
vanced, the just grounds of some of which none but 
himself could discover, were overruled ; and, at the 
ensuing Conference, his name appears to have been 
inserted on the President’s List. 

He was not called into the regular ministry, how- 
ever, until the beginning of the year 1814, when he 
was directed to assist the Rev. Messrs. Morley, Bun- 
ting, and Pilter, in the Leeds Circuit. It was. an 
arduous task to enter upon his more public office in 
the place where he had been trained, and where he 
knew that a Preacher’s work was very difficult and 
trying : but he experienced .the greatest kindness 
and consideration ; his growing talents were pro- 
perly and gratefully estimated ; and his labours in 
this station were attended with much satisfaction to 
himself, and spiritual profit to others. 

Of his deportment during the period he spent at 
Leeds, the Rev. George Morley, in whose house he 
resided, has communicated the following account : — 
“ Having had the most favourable opportunity of 
witnessing Mr. Stoner’s spirit and conduct, I may 
say that he entered on his work with great fear 
and trembling, which arose from a sense of its vast 
importance, and of his own insufficiency ; but I can 
truly add, that his deep humility was never cor- 
rupted by a mixture of cowardice, nor did it ever 
prevent him from boldly declaring the ‘ whole coun- 
sel of God’ in his public ministrations. His appli- 
cation to private duties was remarkably close, and 
his whole course of reading and study was pursued 
with a single eye to the glory of God. The effect of 
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this was seen in the great congregation, where his 
profiting appeared unto all. In the commencement 
of his itinerancy he had many seals to his ministry, 
who both on earth and in heaven will declare him 
blessed. Such an entrance on his work raised high 
expectations concerning his future usefulness, which, 
I am persuaded, were fully realized.” 

The following solemn engagement is found on a 
small slip of paper, written most probably in the 
place where it is dated : — u Hereby I, David Stoner, 
resolve, in the strength of my God, to love Jesus 
supremely, to serve him constantly, to follow him 
fully, to trust in him confidently, and to attend him 
closely ; to delight in him only ; to be his now , hence - 
forward , and for ever . O God, pardon what is past, 
and help me for the future ! Make me holy and 
useful ! — David Stoner, Leeds Old Chapel, April 
6th, 1814 ; being this day twenty years old.” On 
the same paper he mentions the renewal of these 
holy purposes on two different occasions afterwards ; 
and it will be discovered, from the subsequent part 
of his life, that tkey were never practically forgotten. 

To some it may appear that Mr. Stoner was called 
too early into the full employment of the ministry. 
His, however, was a peculiar case. He possessed a 
maturity of mind, a depth of piety, and a gravity of 
deportment, seldom found at his age. Who, that 
considers how short his career has proved, will think 
that he commenced it too soon ? His conduct ought 
to afford no encouragement to those who, immature 
in knowledge and experience, as well as in years, 
deem themselves at once qualified for an office the 
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high obligations of which they have never seriously 
considered. With such presumption and rashness 
David Stoner will not be charged. He always acted 
from conviction, and proceeded with caution ; — pre- 
senting, from the first, ample promise of his future 
eminence. To him, in the successive stages of his 
ministerial course, may not unjustly be applied the 
highly figurative language which the Son of Sirach 
uses concerning Simon the High Priest : — “ He was 
as the morning star in the midst of a cloud, and as 
the moon at the full : as the sun shining upon the < 
temple of the Most High, and as the rainbow giving 
light in the bright clouds : as the flower of roses in 
the spring of the year, as lilies by the rivers of 
waters, and as the branches of the frankincense-tree 
in the time of summer : as fire and incense in the 
censer, and as a vessel of beaten gold:— as a fair 
olive-tree budding forth fruit, and as a cypress- tree 
which groweth up to the clouds.”* 

* Ecclus. 1. G— 10. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

He removes to the Holmfirth Circuit, where he zealously 
and successfully pursues his ministerial labours — 
Endangers his health by indiscreet exertion in the 
pulpit — Observations on this subject — A description 
of the place of his usual residence — His unabated con- 
viction of the importance of the ministry — Extracts 
from his letters and diary — Anecdotes of an ignorant 
hearer , of an infidel , and of a miser — Takes his leave 
of his friends at Holmfirth and its vicinity with affec- 
tionate regret — Remarks on his diligent application 
to study . 
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At the Conference of 1814 he received an appoint- 
ment to Holmfirth, near Huddersfield. In this 
peaceful retreat he spent two happy and prosperous 
years. His Superintendent was the late Rev. J ohn 
Brownell, — a man for whom he entertained the 
most affectionate esteem, and with whom he deemed 
it a privilege to be associated in the same ministe- 
rial charge. Their attachment was mutual. They 
laboured together in uninterrupted harmony, and 
parted with sincere regret. . They have both now 
“ accomplished their warfare,” and doubtless re- 
newed their intercourse in a brighter and better 
region.* 

* See an excellent memoir of Mr. Brownell, from the 

pen of the Rev. Thomas Jackson, in the Wesleyan- Metho- 
dist Magazine for January, February, March, and April, 
1823. 
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Mr. Stoner entered upon the duties of his new 
station with peculiar zeal and activity. The state of 
religion in different parts of the Circuit seems to 
have been comparatively low ; and Mr. Brownell, 
who was afflicted with a severe attack of nervous 



fever, felt himself, for some time, unequal to his 
wonted exertions. Tokens of prosperity, however, 
soon appeared. Prayer-meetings were regularly 
established ; — believers were edified ; — and not a few 
instances occurred of sound and scriptural conver- 
sion. 66 Some of the most daring, hardened sinners 
in the Circuit,” says Mr. Stoner, in a letter to Mr. 
Sigston, “ are arrested by the word, and brought to 
seek after God. These we receive as pledges of good, 
as welcome drops before the teeming shower, as a 
hopeful presage of the coming torrent. In some 
places we have small revivals : in most, there is a 
thirst for the word.” The first time he preached at 
Holmfirth, he selected for his text that appropriate 
passage, Acts xi. 20, 21 : “ And some of them were 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were 
come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preach- 
ing the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was 
with them : and a great number believed and turned 
unto the Lord.” A powerful influence appears to 
have accompanied this sermon. Many were affected, 
and, among the rest, Miss Hannah Roberts, who was 
deeply convinced of her sin and want, and earnestly 
sought, until she happily found, the consolations and 
blessings of religion. She was afterwards united in 
marriage to Mr. Stoner, and for upwards of six 
years had faithfully shared his joys and sorrows, 
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when, by the mysterious appointment of divine 
Providence, she finished her earthly course in the 
prime and vigour of life. 

The exertions of Mr. Stoner were at first too great 
for his bodily strength. He began to discover pain- 
ful symptoms of languor and infirmness, and became 
sensible that he must either change his mode of 
preaching, or fall a sacrifice to his labours. His 
utterance, though distinct, was uncommonly rapid, 
— his pauses short and few, — and his sermons fre- 
quently long. It cannot be said that he fell into the 
error of those who draw their voice from the belly 
rather than from the lungs and throat. His speech 
flowed freely from its proper organs, but he ex- 
pressed himself with extreme vehemence, and too 
much neglected the adaptation of the movements of 
the body to the various parts of a discourse, which 
serves so eminently to preserve a public speaker from 
injury and exhaustion. His friends remonstrated 
with him on these improprieties in his manner ; but 
he replied, that when he attempted to reform them, 
he almost invariably felt himself embarrassed : and, 
intent on doing present good, he, with pardonable 
but inconsiderate zeal, disregarded the consequences 
which threatened his own health and life. 

In the end, however, he was convinced of his mis- 
take, and endeavoured to correct it ; but his habits 
were too strongly formed to do this entirely. To 
young Preachers whom he saw exposed to the same 
danger, he was ever ready to administer affectionate 
counsel ; nor will it be unsuitable to introduce here 
the following admonitions, addressed to the Rev. 
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J oseph J ennings, and expressive of his mature opi- 
nion on this subject : — “ Take care of your health. 
Do not shout and scream. Is it strength of voice that 
saves souls, or the influence of the Spirit ? If it is 
not strength of voice , do not kill yourself before the 
time. If you scream yourself into a consumption* 
who will thank you ? Will the church of Christ ? 
Will those who love you ? Will those souls thank 
you, that might have been saved by your longer life ? 
Will Jesus Christ thank you ? No ; but devils may. 
Avoid a cough as you would avoid the plague. Take 
your work as you can bear it, especially till you get 
seasoned. Your body is the 6 temple of the Holy 
Ghost/ Take heed you do not sap its foundation, 
injure its walls, destroy its furniture, or harm its 
roof. I heard a young man preach the other night, 
who spoke with such rapidity that I never before 
saw so clearly the disadvantage and evil of speaking 
so fast. It appeared to me that the rapidity of the 
speaker completely prevented any impression from 
being made on the minds of the people. It was 
almost impossible for me to think as fast as he talked; 
and if this is the case with my preaching and yours, 
what good can we expect to do ? ” 

To other young Ministers in the Wesleyan Con- 
nexion the above remarks will not be inapplicable. 
Precluded, by the customs of the body to which they 
belong, from the use of notes in the pulpit, — animated 
by zealous ardour in the declaration of truth, — and 
endowed with too small a portion of that unembar- 
rassed self-possession which persons more aged and 
experienced find it difficult at all times to maintain. 
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it is not surprising that they are occasionally be- 
trayed into intemperate and mismanaged exertions, 
neither safe for themselves, nor beneficial to their 
hearers. The opposite extreme is perhaps still 
worse. A heavy and drowsy enunciation of the 
everlasting verities of holiness and mercy, is intole- 
rable. But surely a just medium may be observed. 
It was a saying of the Rev. Samuel Bradburn’s, that 
when he wished to be peculiarly energetic, he gene- 
rally endeavoured to be proportionally slow. 

By a greater attention to his constitutional debi- 
lity, and to the manner of discharging his public 
duties, Mr. Stoner’s health was soon recruited ; nor 
does he appear to have found it necessary to desist 
from his ordinary labours. The situation in which 
he was placed was very salubrious, — cold and ex- 
posed, indeed, in winter, but in spring and summer 
inexpressibly beautiful and romantic. The fresh 
mountain breezes seemed to infuse new vigour into 
his languid frame. Of his usual residence he gives 
the following account in one of his letters to Mr. 
Gilpin : — “ The scenes of my present stage of ex- 
istence are friendly to reflection rather than descrip- 
tion. My situation resembles the reign of some 
pacific Sovereign. It is pleasant to live in; but its 
annals are not the most splendid to record. ‘ The 
periods which make life happy, do not always render 
history brilliant.* I dwell in a snug retreat perched 
on the side of a mountain, at the foot of which the 
river Colne winds through the valley. Between the 
river and the house in which I reside, is the high- 
road from Huddersfield to Buxton, &c. Before the 
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door is a small garden, — behind the house, a beauti- 
ful walk in a grove, — and beyond that, upon the top 
of the mountain, a large wood. Across the valley, 
in front of the house, is the side of another mountain, 
intersected with roads, inlaid with meadows, and 
bespotted with cottages. A little farther down in the 
valley is Holmfirth, a small village ; but the neigh- 
bourhood is very populous. Our chapel is a large 
building, capable, I suppose, of holding sixteen hun- 
dred people. On the Sabbath it is delightful to see 
the people streaming down the hills on all sides, and 
aiming at the different places of worship.” — In this 
enviable retirement he cultivated a growing inter- 
course with God, and diligently applied himself to 
his proper pursuits. Among his other engagements, 
it was his custom to compose one new sermon every 
week, and to read a portion of his Greek Testament 
daily. Here also he commenced, and successfully 
prosecuted, his study of the Hebrew language. 

The frequency with which he was now employed 
in pulpit and pastoral duties, served to increase 
rather than to diminish his conviction of the weight 
of the ministerial office, — a conviction “ which,” as 
Mr. Lord remarks, “ gave energy and permanency 
to the glowing zeal which characterized his public 
labours.” To this esteemed friend he writes, April 
14th, 1815, “You observe, ‘We are engaged in a 
most important work/ True, 0 brother ! Enviable 
and yet awful employment! honourable and yet 
fearful ! delightful and painful ! How ennobling to be 
an c ambassador for Christ ; 9 and yet how afflictive 
to be to some the c savour of death unto death ! 9 
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llow pleasing to rend the veil which separates hea- 
ven from earth, and display to obedient believers the 
greatness of the glory which awaits them beyond the 
flood ! But how terrible to open the doors of the 
bottomless pit, and point out to rebellious sinners the 
blackness of the darkness, the intenseness of the tor- 
ment, the eternity of the misery, which attend them 
in the boundless, bottomless, endless lake 6 which 
burneth with fire and brimstone V What love, what 
humility, what courage, what faithfulness, what pru- 
dence, what zeal, what patience, what deadness to 
the world, are necessary for the proper discharge of 
our ministerial duties ! O may the God of all grace 
supply you and me with these qualifications ! ” 
About the same time he writes to Mr. Gilpin : 
u Procrastination ! Ah ! what a thief is procrasti- 
nation ! Nothing is so great, nothing so insignifi- 
cant, but this villain can lay his purloining hands 
upon it, and stuff it into his monstrous bag, oblivion ! 
He steals moments, minutes, hours, days, weeks, 



months, years, bodies, souls ! From the account 



which you give me respecting yourself I derive both 
pleasure and pain: — pleasure , that you sometimes 
determine to lead a new life ; — pain , that those deter- 
minations are not carried into practical effect. Jacob 
had two sons of vastly different characters. Of one 
it was said, 6 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel/ 
Of the other, 6 Can we find such a one as this is, 
a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? Joseph is a 
fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well ; whose 
branches run over the wall/ Which character is more 
worthy of imitation? Fickle Reuben, or steadfast 
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J oseph ? — My dear lad, let me recommend to you the 
6 one thing needful.’ Remember, it is but one thing, 
religion ! and it is needful to create constant pleasure, 
to secure blooming honours, to obtain durable riches ; 
to afford support in the hour of death, and enable 
you to triumph in the morning of the resurrection. 
Habitually accustom yourself to look at things with 
the eyes of a dying man, and an immortal spirit. 
When you come to stand trembling upon the verge 
of an unknown eternity, just ready to wing your 




way into the world of spirits, how will this world ' 
appear then ? Its brilliancies will fade ; its imposing 
glare will be dispelled ; its beauties and enjoyments 
will sink into insignificance. Take these views of the 
world now , and exemplify their influence in your 
daily conduct. Youth is a slippery path. Sensible 
objects strike the flippant mind of the inexperienced 
youth with force ; — they arrest his attention, and 
engage his heart. To the transitory scenes of time 
oppose the realities of eternity. Eternity ! incom- 
prehensible, dreadful, joyful word ! Who can tell 
the length of eternity ? We giddy, thoughtless crea- 
tures have begun an existence which must never end. 
Watch unto prayer. Never issue out of your cham- 
ber into the world, — never retire to rest, without 
supplicating the Author of your being for his grace. 
Every day read more or less in that book of books, 
the Bible. And may the best blessings of ( Him that 
dwelt in the bush’ attend all your steps!” 

To Mr. Smith he writes, October 17th, of the 
same year : “ All praise to the Donor of every good 
and perfect gift, I continue to enjoy the blessings of 
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health of body and peace of mind; and I am 
endeavouring so to conduct myself that these gifts 
may glorify the Giver. We are doing nothing par- 
ticular in the Circuit at present. We want a fresh 
gale of holy heavenly inspiration. ‘Come from the 
four winds, O breath ; and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live ! ’ — It is four years this day since 
I preached my first sermon in Park-lane. How 
wonderfully has God conducted me from that time 
until now ! O let us praise him for the past, and 
trust him for the future ! I hope you and Mr. Fletcher 
are going on well with preaching, — declaring the 
essential doctrines of Christianity, with simplicity 
and plainness, and with the ‘ Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven/ I am more and more convinced that 
sermons alone cannot convert sinners. This is God’s 
work. It is He who wounds and heals, who kills 
and makes alive.” 

In the year 1816 he began occasionally to insert 
notices of his religious experience and observations 
in a book which he kept for the purpose, and which, 
for want of a more appropriate term, we style his 
Diary, though it by no means contains a daily record 
of his views and feelings. “ Monday, January 1st,” 
he writes, “ God has spared me to seethe commence- 
ment of another year. I would begin it with new 
resolutions to love him with my whole heart, and to 
serve him with all my strength. Author of my being, 
and Fountain of my blessings, renew my heart! 
This evening I received the sacrament, and solemnly 
renewed my covenant with God. May it be ratified 
in heaven ! I felt much of the power of God. — Sun- 
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day, 7th. In preaching this day, I have felt the 
consequences of ‘ quenching the Spirit 9 on Thursday. 
It has been a heavy, dull day. On hearing of a bad 
report falsely raised concerning me, I felt the risings 
of pride. Lord, deliver me ! For a wonder, one or 
two sinners at Thong are under deep convictions. — 
Sunday, 14th. In answer to prayer, this has been a 
good day. — Sunday, February 25th. Preached at 
Holmfirth three times. Had a good day. Felt 
considerable enlargement of soul in the afternoon, 
wnUe speaking from, 1 Almost thou persuades! me to 
be a Christian.*” 

Sometimes he introduced into this record an account 
of remarkable occurrences, which he had either per- 
sonally witnessed, or heard from others. A few of 
these are found at this period of his history. The 
three following, it is presumed, will not be thought 
utterly unworthy of notice, as illustrative of his 
observant habits, and of the fatal principles which 
frequently operate in unenlightened and unrenewed 
human nature. 

One of them forcibly represents the inattention 
with which a person may for years sit under the 
ministry of the Gospel. “ Friday, January 12th. I 
was sent for to see a sick old man who has regularly 
attended our chapel. I asked him if he had sinned 
against God. He answered that he had 6 sometimes 
been conquered by passion, but had always been 
very careful about sinning 9 I explained the nature 
and necessity of repentance and faith. He replied, 

6 1 have always believed in that, thank God.’ Such 
is the total ignorance of some who attend our preach- 
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ing. Lord, help me henceforth to speak more plain- 
ly ! ” An important petition. To lower the sacred 
dignity of divine truth by coarse language and 
unseemly comparisons, is highly censurable ; but to 
state it in the plainest and most intelligible manner, 
ought undoubtedly to be the constant aim of every 
Christian Minister. “Discourse,” says the most 
eminent of the ancient rhetoricians,* “ ought always 
to be obvious, even to the most careless and negligent 
hearer ; so that the sense shall strike his mind, as the 
light of the sun does our eyes, though they are not 
directed upwards to it. We must study, not only 
that every hearer may understand us, but that it 
shall be impossible for him not to understand us.” 
The next fact we shall mention affords a distressing 
view of the envenomed influence of modern infidelity 
on the vicious and untutored mind. “Wednesday, 
February 28th. Heard this day of a Deist, living 
near Wooldale, who is afflicted. Two of his deistical 
companions went to see him, remained with him a 
considerable time, and exhorted him to keep up his 
spirits. He says ‘ he will never pray while breath is 
in his body.’ One o r our people met him at the door, 
walking with crutches. ‘Now, Daniel/ says he, 
‘God has laid his afflicting hand upon you.’ ‘He 
comes to no thanks for that/ answered he. ‘But He 
can afflict you more.’ ‘He cannot/ replied he, 
savagely. God, however, has made him know since 
then that he can.” It is said of some, that they shall 
“fret themselves, and curse their king and their God, 



* Quintilian „ quoted by Dr. Blair, in Lect. X. 
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and look upwards.” How awfully is this often veri- 
fied in the blaspheming infidel ! He anticipates the 
rage and despair of his future pain. To the Minister 
of Christ he ought to be an object of compassion and 
sorrow. His fault lies in his depraved heart rather 
than his understanding, and he needs the most earnest 
appeals and expostulations of injured truth. 

A third instance which Mr. Stoner records ex- 
emplifies the nature and effects of that most pitiful 
and debasing malady, the love of money. “ Friday, 
March 8th. Heard of a man of considerable property, 
who lived and died near Honley. When he was 
near death, he ordered a bag of gold to be brought, 
that he might look at it. He viewed it for some time 
with pleasure, and then said, ‘ Put it under my pillow.’ 
It was done. Afterwards, when he was dying, and 
could scarcely articulate, he faltered, 6 Let me lift it 
once more.’ ” — To such wretches the term miser , 
which properly signifies miserable , is justly applied. 
Money is their god, to which they attach themselves 
with all the pertinacity of canine madness. They 
cherish it as their all, and part with it only with their 
lives. “ Avarice,” says a distinguished Latin histo- 
rian,* “is the inordinate desire of money, which no 
wise man covets. As if imbued with noxious drugs, 
it effeminates the body and the mind of man. It is 
ever boundless and insatiable ; nor is it diminished 
either by plenty or by want.” “ Nothing,” observes 
Cicero, f “is such a proof of a narrow and little mind 
as the love of riches : nothing is more honourable and 

■ 

If 

* Sallust, Bell. Catil., cap. 11 f De Officiis, lib. i. 
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noble than to despise money, if you have it not ; and, 
if vou have it, to bestow it in acts of beneficence and 
liberality.” On this subject, even Pagans, unen- 
lightened as they were with regard to many vital 
points of truth and duty, could think with accuracy, 
and speak with energy. The sentiments which they 
have uttered reprove multitudes who possess the rich 
boon of divine revelation. A far higher authority 
than theirs has said, “ Charge them that are rich in 
this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust 
in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy ; that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in 
store for themselves a good foundation against the * 
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life.” 

Mr. Stoner quitted his delightful retirement at 
Holmfirth with unaffected regret. 66 Tuesday, Au- 
gust 13th,” he writes, “I left Holmfirth Circuit. In . 
it I have spent two happy years. I have never had 
one jarring string of any importance. And what is 
still better, God has given me many seals to my 
poor ministry. May I find them at his right hand ! 

It is peculiarly painful to flesh and blood to leave 
this kind, affectionate people. How gladly could I 
live and die among them! But ‘here we have no 
continuing city. 5 Mr. Brownell has been a very 
agreeable and affectionate Superintendent, and I feel 
very loath to part with him. 55 

The diligence with which he pursued his privat? 
studies, during his residence at Holmfirth, has already 
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been mentioned. It deserves remark. From his 
remaining manuscripts, it is evident that he was, at 
this time, indefatigable in his application, and that 
he made considerable progress in theological know- 
ledge, as w r ell as in other useful attainments. His 
principles were more fully established ; the style of 
his preaching was more exactly formed ; and all his 
qualifications became better adapted to those more 
extensive scenes of ministerial labour which began to 
open before him. Aware that, as he advanced in the 
Itinerancy, his official calls and engagements would 
multiply; and habitually active in all his mental 
endeavours, he seized upon this season of comparative 
vacancy to provide a stock of needful information 
against future exigencies. To young men who are 
commencing the years of their ministerial probation, 
his conduct furnishes a valuable precedent. Those 
years are inestimable. It is then that permanent 
acquisitions are made, and suitable habits contracted. 
If such years pass away in negligence and sloth, — if, 
from a mistaken notion that subsequent effort will 
supply the deficiencies of present inattention, they 
are employed in anything rather than the proper 
studies and exercises of the ministry, — the issue must 
be barrenness, disappointment, and remorse. The 
flexibility of youth soon ceases ; times of unbroken 
leisure depart as the 66 shadow of a cloud •” and the 
ill-qualified teacher of heavenly truth, baffled in his 
unwarrantable expectations, reaps the vanity which 
he has so indiscreetly sown. 




CHAPTEE V. 

He is stationed at Huddersfield — Extracts from his 
diary — His views of entire sanctification , which he 
earnestly desires — Still assiduous in his attention to 
pulpit duty — Part of a letter to Mr. Gilpin — Other 
extracts from his diary— Record of his diligence in 
reading and study — He is admitted into full connexion 
with the Methodist Conference — His marriage — More 
extracts from his diary — Remarks on his ministerial 
success and his religious experience during the period 
he spent at Huddersfield. 

The talents and zeal of Mr. Stoner did not escape 
the attention of the Circuits adjoining to that in 
which he had recently laboured ; and, on his quitting 
Holinfirth, he was gratefully received at Huddersfield, 
to which place he was appointed in the year 1816 . 
Here he remained three years. His colleagues were, 
first, the Eev. George Sargent, whose lamented 
death, by the overturning of a coach, occurred, in 
the same neighbourhood, a few years afterwards,* 
and the Eev. James Sykes ; and, then, the Eev. 
Thomas Cooper and the Eev. John Hanwell ; with 
the last of whom he subsequently maintained a free 
and friendly correspondence. 

* A short but very interesting memoir of Mr. Sargent is 
inserted in the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine for February, 
1824. 
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During his residence at Huddersfield, he attended 
more frequently than before to his diary, in which 
he inserted larger notices of his religious experience. 
From these we shall furnish extracts. They will 
sufficiently attest the care and vigilance which he 
employed in the duty of self-examination ; the grow- 
ing desires which he cherished for the full attainment 
of Christian purity ; the fidelity which he preserved 
in the performance of his ministerial functions ; and 
the severity with which he passed sentence on his 
own deficiencies. This was undoubtedly, in many 
, instances, excessive ; but its very excess proves how 
solicitous he was in all things to approve himself 
unto God. 

I 

u August 24th, 1816. I this day enter on my new 
Circuit with much c fear and trembling/ What shall 
I do ! I feel very uncomfortable ; and yet I derive 



some support from a promise which I received two 
or three weeks since, while praying at Thong, 6 My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest/ 

“ Tuesday, October 8th. I have now been six 
weeks in the Circuit. I had not heard of any awaken- 
ings, and was beginning to fear that God had i for- 
gotten to be gracious/' But, praise to his name ! 1 
learned on Sunday at Linthwaite, that a woman was 
convinced of sin the first day I was in the Circuit ; 
and to-day I was informed of a backslider’s being 
awakened at Honley. To God be all the glory ! — I 
am much troubled with fickleness of mind. Lord, 
help and save me ! 

“ Thursday, November 14th. I feel cold, and lan- 
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guid, and indifferent. I yesterday proved a rebel, 
and yet I have not that humiliation and contrition 
which I desire. Lord, subdue my proud heart ! 

“ Monday, December 2d. I yesterday had a good 
day. I have felt some quickening influences a few 
days past. I want a clean heart . What pride and 
self do I find lurking in my best actions ! 6 Create 

in me a clean heart, 0 God ; and renew a right spirit 
within me ! 7 

“ Wednesday, 4th. This evening I solemnly re- 
newed my covenant with God. I gave him my body, 
my soul, and my all. I felt a softening of heart, but 
did not receive any particular token that God had 
accepted the offering. Elijah presented the sacri- 
fice ; he then prayed ; and then followed the accept- 
ance, and the token of the acceptance, — the fire from 
heaven. This is what I want. I feel the need of a 
clean heart. Pride and envy I can discover in my- 
self continually. I believe God is able and willing 
to deliver me. And I am determined to seek the 
blessing with my whole heart. But, at the same 
time, I think pride is in my motive. ( Do what I 
will, it haunts me still . 7 It is the fly in the pot of 
ointment. Lord, save me ! 

“ Tuesday, 17th. 1 still am seeking after the 

great blessing, though sometimes disheartened, and 
sometimes tempted to relapse into my former state 
of indifference. Yet I am determined to pursue. I 
want more spiritual-mindedness. I want continually 
to see and feel the presence of God. I can often 
spend many minutes, yea, not unfrequently, an hour, 
and never advert to God. I want a habit of living 




by faith. I have been examining myself, and re- 
viewing my past life. Besides those mercies which 
are common to many of my fellow-creatures, I have 
had * some particular personal blessings, which ought 
to excite special thankfulness/ 1. I was born, in an 
enlightened age and Gospel land, of pious Methodist 
parents, from whom I received many instructions, 
reproofs, and corrections in my early days. 2. I had 
the opportunity of sitting under an able and power- 
ful ministry. 3. I enjoyed the early influences of 
saving grace. 4. I was sent to Mr. Bridge’s at 
Bochdale, where I was enabled to make some ad- 
vancement in learning. 5. As soon as I left school, 
I had an opening at Leeds, into a religious and suit- 
able family. 6. Though often lukewarm and care- 
less, yet I never ceased meeting in class. 7. Early , 
loud , long , and at last obeyed, calls to preach. 8. As 
soon as I was free from my engagement with Mr. 
Sigston, I was taken into the Leeds Circuit. 9. I 
enjoyed the blessing of God on my unworthy labours 
in the Holmfirth Circuit, so that many were 
awakened. — And yet there are many evils under 
which I have daily to groan. 1. Excessive natural 
timidity, bashfulness, or false modesty, so that I am 
sometimes ready to prefer strangling to the perform- 
ance of some duties, which to many are no trouble 
at all. 2. The little success I have had in my pre- 
sent ministerial labours. I have heard of only two 
awakenings since I came into this Circuit. 3. I have 
complaints from the people that I do not visit them 
sufficiently. 4. Instability of character, — too much 
of Reuben. 5. A wicked, worldly, proud, peevish, 
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impatient, selfish heart. 6. Non-improvenient of 
much precious time. Lord, help me ! 

“ January 1st, 1817. Last night I preached at 
the watch-night at Barwick. I praise God for all 
the blessings of the past year, and desire to begin a 
new year w T ith a new heart ” 

To the entire renewal of his soul in u righteous- 
ness and true holiness” his attention was now parr 
ticularly directed. It was a source of much concern 
to him, that, in the parts where he had lately 
laboured, this inestimable blessing seemed too gene- 
rally disregarded. To quicken himself in the pursuit 
of it, and to recommend it to others, he about this 
time composed and preached a sermon on Christian 
perfection ; an outline of which has been found among 
his papers. The materials are professedly taken in 
a great degree from the writings of Mr. Wesley ; but 
the whole is evidently studied with much care. The 
explanatory part is distinct and satisfactory, and the 
arguments by which the doctrine is enforced are 
powerful and convincing. 

Of this momentous subject he often speaks in his 
subsequent correspondence. The two following ex- 
tracts may not improperly be introduced here, as 
containing his mature and settled judgment. The 
first is taken from a letter addressed to Mr. Joseph 
Jennings, in the year 1823. “ You ask various ques- 

tions concerning sanctification. By ‘ sanctification 9 
I suppose you mean what Mr. Wesley terms 6 entire 
sanctification.’ Sanctification begins in justification ) 
— entire sanctification is Christian perfection. You 
ask, 1. ‘ Does it cause as great a change in the mind 



